HABEMUS PAPAM

Pope Leo XIV (2025 May 08)
Robert Francis Prevost OSA

O God. Shepherd and Lord of aH Jook merc:ﬁ:ﬂy on your servant
Pope Leo XIV, whom you have chosen as the head of the Church as
her shepherd; grant that by word and example he may be of service to
the entire humanity and those over whom he presides so that, together
with the flock entrusted to his care, he may come to everlasting life.
Lord of all, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, who live and reign
for ever and ever. Amen

MST News Bulletin 01/25 Easter 2025




Heavenly Blossoms...

Fr Binoy Thazhathuveettil Fr Zacharias Thudippara
1977-2024 1940-2025

Fr Joy Kochuparackal Fr Kurian Valiamangalam
1952-2025 1935-2025

l_{.
B



MST O¥orid

MSTWORLD

News Bulletin 01/2025
EASTER

Patron
Very Rev. Dr Vinson Joseph Kadalikattilputhenpura
Director General MST

Chief Editor
Rev. Dr Lonappan Arangassery
Secretary General MST

Contributors
Members of the MST

Manager
Rev. Fr Thomas Olapurackal MST
Treasurer General

Lay out and DTP
Jibin Mathew

Printed at
Seraphic Press, Bharananganam

Missionary Society of St Thomas the Apostle
Deepti Bhavan, Melampara P.O.
Bharananganam, 686 578

EASTER 2025

EASTER 2025




MST O¥orid

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Message of the Holy Father Francis ...........c..ccccceueueeee 03
Message from the Director General ...................... 06
Change of Address 08
News from the Generalate ...............ccoeeeereernuncenee 11
News from the Missions ...........cccevveevvensverscenscenenns 18
A. St Paul Region, Ujjain ..ocveeemeeneeeneeseeseeseesseesseesesseens 18

B. St Thomas Region, Mandya ........ccoueeeenmerseeneeneeenees 20

C. St Alphonsa Region, Sangli ......ccovnreneeneenreeneesncenns 21

D. MQM Region, New Delhi.....ccomenenmeenseeneeseenenne. 27

E. St Joseph Mission, Odisha ........ccoencennernreencenennnes 29
Houses of Formation................ueeecnennncnnnnneee. 31
A. Deepti Minor Seminary, Melampara.......ccccuverneee. 31

B. Jeevan Jyothi-MOC, Ganjam ..........eereeneenneenens 34

C. Ruhalaya Major Seminary, Ujjain ... 36
Overseas Ministries ...........coeeevceecrceccrseecrseccsnenene 47
IN MemOrium .......eiieiceiceicneccneccneecsaccsaneenne 53
[\ =Tal ] Lo T )V 71
APPENAICES ....ccccoeerierenrinnnniennnnicsssnsessssssessssssssssssens 73
1. CIRCULARXI-11Jan 17 2025...eereererreseeeressensesseseens 73

2. CIRCULAR XI-12 February 2025.....cumemenenesnnees 74

EASTER 2025




MST Oorid

MESSAGE OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCISFOR
LENT 2025

Let usjourneytogether in hope
Dear brothersand sisters,

Webegin our annud pilgrimageof Lentinfaithand
hope with the penitential rite of theimposition of
ashes. The Church, our mother and teacher, invites
us to open our hearts to God's grace, so that we
can celebrate with great joy the paschal victory of
Christ the Lord over sinand death, whichled Saint Paul to exclaim:
“Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, isyour
victory? Where, O death, isyour sting?’ (1 Cor 15:54-55). Indeed,
Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is the heart of our faith and the
pledge of our hopein the Father’sgreat promise, already fulfilledin
hisbeloved Son: lifeeterna (cf.Jn10:28; 17:3).1M

ThisLent, asweshareinthegraceof the JubileeYear, | would liketo
propose afew reflections on what it means tojourney together in
hope, and on the summons to conversion that God in his mercy
addressesto all of us, asindividualsand asacommunity.

First of al, tojourney. The Jubileemotto, “ Pilgrimsof Hope”, evokes
thelengthy journey of the peopleof Isragl to the Promised Land, as
recounted in the Book of Exodus. Thisarduous path from davery to
freedom waswilled and guided by the L ord, who loves his peopleand
remainsever faithful tothem. Itishard to think of thebiblical exodus
without also thinking of those of our brothersand sisterswho in our
own day arefleeing situations of misery and violencein search of a
better lifefor themsalvesand their loved ones. A first cdll to conversion
thuscomesfromtherealizationthat all of usarepilgrimsinthislife;
each of usisinvited to stop and ask how our livesreflect thisfact.
Am| really onajourney, or am | standing still, not moving, either
immobilized by fear and hopel essness or reluctant to move out of my
comfort zone? Am | seeking waysto leave behind the occasions of
sinand situationsthat degrade my dignity? It would beagood L enten
exercisefor usto compareour daily lifewith that of some migrant or
foreigner, to learn how to sympathize with their experiencesandin
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this way discover what God is asking of us so that we can better
advance on our journey to the house of the Father. Thiswould bea
good “examination of conscience” for al of uswayfarers.

Second, to journey together. The Churchiscalled to walk together,
to be synodd?Christiansare called to walk at the side of others, and
never aslonetravellers. The Holy Spiritimpelsusnot to remain self-
absorbed, but to leave oursel ves behind and keep walking towards
God and our brothers and sisters.®lJourneying together means
consolidating theunity grounded in our common dignity aschildren of
God (cf.Gal 3:26-28). It meanswa king side-by-side, without shoving
or stepping on others, without envy or hypocrisy, without | etting anyone
be left behind or excluded. Let us all walk in the same direction,
tending towardsthe same goal, attentive to one another inlove and
patience.

ThisLent, God isasking usto examinewhether in our lives, in our
families, in the places where we work and spend our time, we are
capabl e of walking together with others, listening to them, resisting
the temptation to become self-absorbed and to think only of our own
needs. L et usask ourselvesin the presence of the Lord whether, as
bishops, priests, consecrated personsand laity inthe service of the
Kingdom of God, we cooperate with others. Whether we show
ourselveswel coming, with concrete gestures, to those both near and
far. Whether we make othersfeel apart of the community or keep
them at a distance.This, then, is a second call to conversion: a
summonsto synodality.

Third, let us journey together in hope, for we have been given a
promise. Maythe hope that does not disappoint(cf.Rom 5:5), the
central message of the Jubileg,®™ bethefocusof our Lenten journey
towardsthevictory of Easter. AsPopeBenedict XV I taught usinthe
Encyclical Spe Salvi, “the human being needs unconditional love. He
needsthe certainty which makeshim say: ‘ neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor thingsto come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything elseindl creation, will be
ableto separate usfrom the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord’
(Rom8:38-39)" .8 Christ, my hope, hasrisen!Helivesand reignsin
glory. Death has been transformed into triumph, and the faith and
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great hopeof Christiansrestsin this: theresurrection of Christ!

This, then, isthethird call to conversion: acal to hope, totrustin God
and his great promise of eternal life. Let us ask ourselves: Am |
convinced that the Lord forgivesmy sins?Or do | act asif | cansave
myself?Do | long for salvation and call upon God’shelpto attainit?
Dol concretely experience the hopethat enablesmetointerpret the
events of history and inspires in me a commitment to justice and
fraternity, to care for our common home and in such away that no
onefeelsexcluded?

Sisters and brothers, thanksto God's love in Jesus Christ, we are
sustained in the hope that does not disappoint (cf.Rom5:5). Hopeis
the " sure and steadfast anchor of the soul” ¥t movesthe Churchto
pray for “everyoneto be saved” (1 Tim2:4) and to look forward to
her being united with Christ, her bridegroom, intheglory of heaven.
This was the prayer of Saint Teresa of Avila: “Hope, O my soul,
hope. You know neither the day nor the hour. Watch carefully, for
everything passesquickly, eventhough your impatience makes doubtful
what is certain, and turns a very short timeinto along one” (The
Exclamations of the Soul to God, 15:3).19

May the Virgin Mary, Mother of Hope, intercede for us and
accompany uson our Lentenjourney.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 6 February 2025 Memorial of S Paul
Miki and Companions, martyrs.

FRANCIS

[WCF. Encyclical LetterDilexit Nos(24 October 2024), 220.

[2Cf. Homily for the M ass and Canonization of Giovanni Battista Scal abrini
and Artemide Zatti, 9 October 2022.

Bl bid.

M bid.

ICf. Bull Spes Non Confundit, 1.

(®lEncyclical LetterSpe Salvi(30 November 2007), 26.
[Cf. Easter Sequence.

[BICf.Catechism of the Catholic Church,1820.

Ml bid, 1821.

EASTER 2025




MST Oorid

MESSAGE FROM THE
DIRECTOR GENERAL

‘Through dawn and stone, our hopear ose'.
Your Excellencies, Dear Fathersand Brothers,

“Blessed bethe God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because
of hisgreat mercy, hehasgivenusnew birthintoaliving hopethrough
theresurrection of Jesus Christ fromthedead” (1 Peter 1:3).
Christistrulyrisen! Alleluial

Thegloriousce ebration of Easter remindsusonceagain of thecentra
truth of Christian faith: Jesus Christ, who was crucified, hasrisen
fromthedead. Thisisnot just an event of the past, but aliving redlity
that shapes our present and secures our future, for ‘ through dawn
and stone, our hope arose’.

Asmembersof theMissionary Society of St. ThomastheApostle,
we are called to be bearers of thishope, especially inaworld so
often weighed down by fear, confusion, and suffering. Every day,
we encounter people searching for light inthe midst of darkness,
peacein the midst of turmoil. What grester message can we offer
than the Good Newsthat Christisalive and walkswith us?

In thisholy season of Easter, | invite each of you to renew your
personal encounter withtheRisenLord. LikeMary Magdaene, let
usseek Himwithlove. Likethediscipleson theroad to Emmaus,
let our heartsburnwith joy asHe speaksto usthrough the Scriptures.
And like St. Thomas the Apostle, our patron, let us move from
doubt tofaith, proclamingwith conviction, “My Lord and my God!”
L et thishopein the Resurrection not remain atheol ogical concept,
but becomethe very forcethat drives our vocation and ministry.
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Whether you are apriest in the mission field or aseminarianin
formation, remember that wearenot alonein our work. The Risen
Chrigt goesbeforeus, remainswith us, and strengthensus. Hisvictory
over death assuresusthat no challengeisinsurmountablewhenwe
wakwithHim.

TheMissionary’sTomb and Triumph

Just as Jesusrose bearing thewounds of Hispasson, themissionary
priest dso carriesthemarksof thecross—fatigue, misunderstanding,
spiritual battles. But thesewounds, too, proclaimtheresurrection.
For inevery struggle, we become morelikethe Onewho sent us.

Themissonary fiddisoftenaplaceof slenceand hiddenness. Yet it
isinthesevery placesthat theglory of theRisen Christ bregksthrough.
A single baptism, areconciled marriage, aheaed heart—theseare
signsof Easter inthe soil of mission.

Inour communities, let usbecomesignsof thishope—through our
compassion, our joyful service, and our unwaveringwitness. The
Resurrection callsusto rise abovefear and mediocrity andtolive
with courage, integrity, and love. Our people need not only priests
who teach, but missionarieswho radiatethelight of Easter.
Aswejourney together infaith, let usdraw strength from our shared
mission and from the example of St. Thomas the Apostle, who
brought the Gospel to our land. May hisbold faith continuetoinspire
usto gowherever Christ calls, evento the ends of theearth. The
Church’sfutureismissionary. Pope Francisremindsus. “| dream of
a‘'missonary option,” amissionary impul secapableof transforming
everything.” But thistransformation startsin heartsablazewith the
resurrection.

Wishing you all ablessed and hope-filled Easter season. May the
joy of theRisen Lordfill your heartsand renew your spirit.

In the peace and power of the Resurrection,
Fr Vincent KadalikattilputhenpuraM ST
Director General of MST
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Fr Kaathoor Chandy: Ashadeep, RgjendraHousing Society,
Balgji Nagar, Sangli, Maharashtra, 416 416.
Fr Kannamundayil Bino: Shalom NilayaC/o Kelsten power and
control Ltd, oppositeto KalingaHigh school, Jimidipeta,
Rayagada-765 002

Fr Kandamparampil Martin: Little Flower Forane Church,
Manjaumoodu PO., Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu 629151

Fr Kollamattom Ambrose: DivineOasis, Near Balgji College,
Pattabdi Sahi, Phulbani, Khandamal Dt, Odisha, 762 001

Fr Kongatt Prayan: C/o Santhome Bhavan, PB. No 227, Mothila
Nehru Nagar, Ujjain Dt - 456010, Madhya Pradesh

Fr Kudiyiruppil John: C/o Sant ThomaBhavan, PB. 306, Raman
Mala, Kolhapur 416003, Maharashtra

Fr Kappiparambil Kuriakose: SagradaFamiliaBasilica, Parroquia
delaSagradaFamilia, Sardenya 318, 08013, Barcelona,
Span

Fr Madathiparampil Kuriakose: Namaste MariaPrayer Centre
Bilangzil PO., Podagedal amtaput, Korgput Dt., Odisha, 765013

Fr Maruthumkuzhiyil Albin: Krigjyoti CatholicMissonMST house,
Dishdini, Rohru, Dt. Shimla, Himacha Pradesh 171207

Fr Mathasseril Markose: C/o Santhome—IMPACT, Thevackal,
Vadacode PO., Ernakulam Dt. - 682 021, Kerala

Fr Naduvilekizhakd George: C/o Santhome—IMPACT, Thevackd,
Vadacode PO., Ernakulam Dt. - 682 021, Kerala

Fr Palackathadathil Kurian: C/o Sant ThomaBhavan, PB. 306,
Raman Mala, Kolhapur 416003, Maharashtra

Fr Pezhumthottiyil Sebagtian: Santhome, Thannimood, Compayar
PO., Nedumkandam, 685552, Idukki Dt., Kerda
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Fr Puthenpurackad Dominic: C/o Santhome, PB. No.42, Engineering
College Road, MandyaDt. 571401, Karnataka

Fr Varickickd Ajay: Nirmal Jyoty Mission, C/o S Thomas Catholic
Church Baiguda- 762 103, Kandhamal (Dt), Odisha

Fr Vaiyaparambil Libin: C/o Deepti Bhavan, Melampara, 686578,
Kottayam Dt, Kerala

Fr Vazhuthanappaliyil Abin: St. Mary’sForane Church Kutrupady,
KadabaP.O., D.K.Dt, Karnataka, 574 221
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NEWS FROM THE GENERALATE
1) Fr Binoy Thazhathuveettil Restsin Peace (25/12/2024)

) Rev. FrBinoy Philippose Thazhathuvesttil, MST
| belongingto St Paul Misson Region, Ujjain, passed
( away peacefully for hiseternal reward at 3.00 am

on December 25, 2024 at IHM hospital,
3 Bharananganam. The body of Fr Binoy wastaken
¥ ) Nelippara, Idukki andthefirst part of thefuneral
rites on 25 December, 2024 was officiated by bishop Mar John
Nellikunnel, at 7.30 p.m. On December 26, 2024 the body was
brought to Aaraam at 8.30 am and was kept in the Generalate
auditorium. Thesecond part of thefunerd liturgy wasofficiated by
Mar Raphadl Thattil, theMagjor Archbishop at 1.30 pmfollowed by
Holy Qurbana. Mar Joseph Kalarangattu prayed the Officefor the
dead. Thefinal part of thefuneral riteswere presided over by the
Director General, Fr Vinson Joseph Kadalikattil puthenpura. (see
detailson page53)

2) Priestly Ordinationsof M ST Deacons (2024-2025)

Name/Date/ Prelate/Place

Ajith Thadathil/ 27/12/2024/ Mar GeorgeNjaral akkattu/
Angadikadavu, Tdlichery

Sebastian Kanjirathamkunnel: 28/12/2024/ Mar Sebastian
Vadakel M ST, Manakadavu, Tellichery

Joseph Vembenicd : 30/12/2024 8.45 am, Mar GeorgeNjara akkattu
Maom,Tdlichery

Mathew Velloor : 01/01/20259.00 am, Mar George Vaniyapurackal
Azhangadu, Kanjirgppaly

Simon Paruthickal: 01/01/20252.30 pm, Mar Raphael Thattil
Manackachira, Changanachery

Michadl Vettukalldl; 02/01/20259.00 am, Mar JamesAthikalam
Peringulam,Pda

-> -
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Chacko Makkiyil: 04/01/20259.00 am, Mar Prince Panengadan
Parathanam,Pdlai

3) Conferring of Karoyusa (3/1/2025)

BrothersNirappd and Kandathil, sudying at Sacred Heart seminary

Shillong, were conferred the order of Karoyusa by Mar Sebastian

Vadakel M ST, the bishop of Ujjain at Deepti Chapel on January 3,

2025.

4) Regional Assignmentsof New Priests(10/01/2025)

Asper Constitutionsand Directives (C70.2) the new priestsare
assignedtothefollowing Regions.

Name Region
Fr Joseph (Ajith) Thadathil - Mary Queen of Missions, Delhi
Fr Sebastian (Abin) Kanjirathamkunnel - St Paul, Ujjain
Fr Joseph Vembenickal - Mary Queen of Missions, Delhi

Fr Mathew (Gintumon) Velloor - StAlphonsa, Sangli

Fr Simon (Binil) Paruthicka - S Alphonsa, Sangli

Fr Michad Vettukdled - St Thomas, Mandya

Fr Chacko (Amal) Makkiyil - StPaul, Ujjain

5) New Priests day and Benefactors Day (11/1/2025)

TheNew Priests and Benefactors Day werecelebrated on January

s ‘ — 11, 2025.
= The seven
4 New Priests
together with
the Director
General
offered Holy
i Wit Qurbana in
the seminary chapel. We prayed in aspecia way for al MST
benefactors past and present. After the Holy Qurbana, ameeting
washeldtofdicitatethe new priestsinthe Seminary auditorium.
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The benefactors g PRART o 2 ‘
were greeted and | % I
thanked and they % ’iﬁ'
shared their v/ Ny 1
experiences. A . e . ,
memento and theP 43,,.; : J ‘
MST planner were et Y | <

gifted tothe benefactorsand New Priestsastoken of our gppreciation
and gratitude. After themesting al enjoyed asumptuousmed inthe
Generdate Refectory. Around 35 sponsorsattended thefunction as
well asthefathersand brotherson Deepti Mount.

6) M eeting with Mandya Mission Region (18/2/2025)

The General Administration met the missionaries of St Thomas
Region, Mandyaon February 18, 2025 inthe Regiona House. The
missionariesshared their concernswith the Central Administration.
Onthefollowing day, theteam visited few mission stations.

7) Foundation Day (22/2/2025)

Thefoundation day was cel ebrated inamoderate way with Solemn
Holy Qurbana presided over by the Director General. Fr

Thekkekarottu del |vered the hom| ly. TheAssoa ate M issionaries
werealsoinvited for the cel ebration. The cel ebration concluded
with dinner inthe Generdaterefectory.
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8) House Picnic (27/2/2025)

TheAnnual Picnic of theresident
priests at Deepti Mount was
organised to Munroe Island,
Kottavanchi Adavi, Jatayu's
Earth’s Centre and Quilon Sea

=™

shore. All cameback refreshed.
9) Fr Zacharias ThudipparaRestsin Peace (8-10/3/2025)

— \ Rev.Fr Zacharias Thudippara(85) MST belonging
’y to St Paul Mission Region, Ujjain, iscaledfor his
@J eternal reward at around 8.00 a.m. on Saturday,
March 8, 2025 at IHM hospital, Maryqgiri,
’ Ly Bharananganam.Thebody of Rev. Fr Zacharias
-1~ J Thudipparawas brought from IHM hospital to
Aaram on Monday (10/03/2025) at 8.00 am and thereafter the
body was kept for public viewing in the open auditorium of the
MST Generdate. Thefunera service started at 1.30 pm followed
by Holy Qurbanaand burial in cemetery on Deepti Mount (see
detailson page56)

10) Fr Joy Kochupar ackal Restsin Peace (15-17/3/2025)
Reverend Fr Joy (Joseph) Kochuparackal 1952- fﬁ\

2025), amember of the Missionary Society of St
Thomasthe Apostle and assigned to St Thomas
Mission Region, Mandya, iscalled for hiseternd
reward at around 5.20 am. on Saturday, March| | o

15, 2025 at Nirmala Hospital, Marykunnu, \—zw 2 _J
Kozhikode. Thebody of Rev. Fr Joy Kochuparackal was brought
to Aaramfrom IHM hospital on Monday, March 17, 2025, at 8.00
am and thereafter the body was placed for public viewing inthe
open auditorium at theM ST Generdate. Thefunerd servicestarted
a 1.30 pmfollowed by Holy Qurbanaand burid at the cemetery on
Deepti Mount. The Society rememberswith gratitude Cardinal Mar
GeorgeAlencherry and Mar Joseph Kallarangattu (Pdla) who came
to Deepti and prayed theofficefor thedead and Mar JamesAthikdam
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who presided over Holy Qurbana. (seedetailson page61)
11) Fr Kurian Valiamangalam Restsin Peace (10-12/4/2025)

Rev. Fr Kurian Valiamangalam, former Director General (1978-
— - . ) 1988)of theMST, belonging to St Paul Mission
. . | Region, Ujjain, wascaledfor hiseternal reward at
7.15 am on Thursday April 10, 2025 at IHM
o / hospital, Marygiri, Bharananganam. The mortal
. 4t s | remainsof Rev. FrKurianVeliamangalam were
N/ preserved a IHM hospital. Thebody of Fr Kurian
Valiamangalam was taken to St Maria Vianney parish,
Kalathookadavu for thefirst part of thefunera serviceon Saturday
(12/04/2025) at 6.30. The body was brought to Aaramat 8.00 am
and thereafter, the body was kept for public viewing inthe open
auditorium at the M ST General ate. (see detailson page 66)

ON-GOING FORMATION PROGRAMMES
1) Ongoing Formation of Formators

TheFormators Meet 2025 washeld on 2 April 2025, at Ruhalaya
Major Seminary, Ujjain, bringing together the M ST formatorsfor a
day of reflection and discussion. Therewere 23 participantsincluding
all formatorsof Ruhalaya, four from Deepti College, Melampara
and one each from Jeevan Jyoti, Mandyaand VikasMaitri, Kotra.
The programme commenced at 9.30 a.m. with aprayer song. The
welcome addresswas delivered by Rev. Fr Joseph Thekkekarott,
Vice Director General and the Formation Secretary, followed by
theinaugural addressby HisExcellency Mar Sebastian Vadakel .
Theresource person was Very Rev. Fr FrancisAthikalam, Rector
of KPRT Ashta, who led twoinsightful sessionsuntil noonfocusing
onthetheme: “ Formative Pathways of Spiritual Accompaniment
amidst the Compl exitiesof Cyber Space.”

Afternoon sessionswere presided over by the Director General
and were devoted to structured discuss onsbased on critica themes.
Key concernsinclude strengthening faith formati on through deeper
spiritual practices, reviewing theAnimator and eval uation systems
for greater transparency and effectiveness, and addressing the gap
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between traditional methods and the expectations of the new
generation. Ensuring abalance between intellectual, spiritual and
pastoral formation, the meeting emphasizesthe need to evaluate
programmes|ike the summer mission exposure and explorehow to
makethem moretransformative. Special attentionisasodrawvnto
forming late-vocation candidates with tailored approaches that
respect their maturity and unique backgrounds.

Equally important arediscuss onson how formatorsthemsalvescan
be more effective through ongoing renewal, specialization, and
collaboration. The meeting addressed the urgency of enhancing
missonary orientation, particularly indirect preaching and community
building. Thecomplexitiesof runningaseminary intheevolving Indian
context of growing animaosity werethoroughly explored. Themembers
aso ddliberated ontheneed for training for formatorsinformative
pedagogy, and academic specidizationsrequired for futureformators,
especially for the philosophy section. The meeting fostered aspirit
of mutua listening and shared respongibility intheformativemisson
of theMST.

2) Mission Meet (21/01/2025)

The Department of Mission Expansion and Preaching Ministry, in
collaboration with the on-going programsof theM ST, organized a
four-day mission meet from January 21 to 24, 2025, at St. Vincent
Retreat Centre, Gopal pur, Odisha. Thisevent brought together 33
missionariesfrom acrossthe country, including the Director Generd,
Genera Councillors, Regiond Directors, and representativesfrom
various apostol ates.

Themeet commenced with prayer and dynamicinteractions, setting
areflectivetonefor the participants. Thehighlight of theday wasthe
solemn celebration of the Holy Eucharist, presided over by His
Excellency, Right Rev. Dr. Sarat Chandra Nayak, Bishop of
Berhampur. Following the Eucharist, theinaugural sessionwas
presided over by the Director General, Very Rev. Fr. Vincent
Kadalikattil puthenpura. Bishop Sarat inaugurated thegatheringwith
aninspiring address, emphasi zing the urgent need for evangdization
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and community formation. Hisenlightening session, titled Living
theMissionary Call in the Present Context of India” , challenged
participantsto respond to contemporary missionary demandswith
faithand zedl.

The second day featured an invigorating input session by Rev. Fr.
Francis Kanampuzha CM. He urged the missionaries to move
beyond pre-evangelization activities, such associd and educationa
programs, and focuson forming vibrant faith communitiesthrough
theseminigtries. The subsequent sessionswerededicated to sharing,
discussions, and strategic planning. Key topicscovered included:

* Apostolatesfor the Formation of Faith Communities

* Revisiting Mission Ad Gentesin the Constitution and

Directivesof MST

* Scopeand Strategiesfor Community Formationin M ST
Regions
* Proposa sfor FutureActionsin Community Formation and
PreachingMinistries
Participantsactively engaged inthe sessons, presenting ingghtsand
formulating actionabledrategies.

The concluding session was presided over by Fr. J. Ayyankanal,
Mission Expansionin-Charge. TheDirector Genera deliveredthe
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final address, summarizing thediscuss onsand offering an exhortation
onthetopicscovered. Fr. lvan Muthanattu, Councillor-in-Charge
of On-going Formation, expressed gratitude and appreciation for
themesting’ sfruitful outcomes. Fr. J. Ayyankana extended thanks
toall participantsand well-wishers.

Themeet reignited themissionary spirit among the participants, who
expressed satisfaction with the outcomes. Resolutionsincluded:

* Organizing Smilar meetingswiththesamethemeinal MST
regions.
* Strengthening formation programsto equip aspirantswith
missionary zed and skillsfor community formation.
* Expanding effortsin evangdization and faith community
building.
* Include sessi onswith samethemein other ongoing formeation
meetings.
Set against the vibrant backdrop of St. Joseph’s Mission
Coordination in Odisha and embraced by the serene breeze of
Gopalpur Beach, the gathering inspired participantsto renew their
passion for Christ’smission and reaffirm their commitment to the
MST’sapostolicmission.
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NEWS FROM THE MISSIONS
A. & Paul Region, Ujjain
1. Visit of Major Archbishop of SyroMalabar Church

HisBeatitude Mar Raphael Thattil visited MST Regional House
Ujj jal nonl8 January and gave an inspiring message, recognls ng

contnbutlons of MST and assuring support for MST mission
endeavours.

2.Mission Tour to Gorakhpur Nepal

\Gorahb_p}lgﬁu_,r-_ Nepal
Grrp, 2025,

MST Ujjain Region Fathers

MST Fathers Workl ngin UJ jan Reglon had amlsson tour to
Gorakhpur diocesefrom 4-6 February. We had an opportunity to
visit thebirthplace of Shri Buddhain Nepal.

3. Foundation Day gathering of M ST Fathers

A gathering of al MST Fathersworkingin Ujjain Regionwasheld
on 19 February at Regional House Ujjain. We had aninput session
by Rev. Fr Justin Vettukallel on Mission Ad Gentesinthelight of
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Condtitutionsand
Directives. We
1 had Foundation

Day Holy
Qurbana during
which we

prayerfully remembered pioneer memberswho havegonefor eternd
reward

4. M ST BrothersGathering

MST Foundation Day gathering of MST brothers was held at
Regiond HouseUjjainon 1 March. All brothersstudyingin Ruhdaya
conducted group gamesand prayer session. Their gathering was
concluded with dinner

5.Visit to North East missionsby Regional Director

Fr Sebastian Pullatt visited Assam
Meghalayain view of starting worksof
Evangdlisationin Meghdayaand Assam. |
Accompanied by Rev Fr Jose Palacked! #
who istheresident professor at Sacred
Heart Theological College Shillong, |
visited many placesinview of exploring areasfor Evangelisation.
-, § \We had mesti ngSW|th many bishops of
$¥ Assam and .
B Meghalaya. |
visited our
¥dFathers
N working in
Itanagar diocese and Fr Nidhin ;
Kuttippalackal studyinginTura All of | |
themarehighly enthusiagtic about starting | ™
MST missioninMeghalaya. | thank all
Rev. FathersinNorth East for accompanying meinexploringmisson
possibilitiesin North East
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B. & Thomas Region, Mandya

1. Visit of the General Team
I

Very Rev. Fr Vincent Kadaikkatil puthenpura, our Director General,
Generd Councillorsand Treasurer Generd visited MandyaMission
on 18" February, 2025. Intheevening al theM ST priestsworking
in Mandya Region gathered together to listen to the general team
and sharetheir experiences and ideas. It was abeautiful timeto
discusswith them variousmattersand devel opmentsthat aretaking
placewithintheregion.

2. New Constructions
Thesecond floor of the school building of Santhome Public School

Bannur started and the concretework
iscompleted. Now theclassroomsare
under construction with three labs.
Alongwithit thecondructionof income
B generation program for our work,
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ground floor is completed and first floor construction is under
progress.
3. M ST Foundation Day 2025

@ MST Foundation Day
e \Was cel ebrated solemnly
on February 22,2024. In
| the morning there was
solemn Holy Qurbanain
which the whole
community thanked God
and asked God’ sgraceto proclaim the good Newswith more zedl.
Intheevening al fathersof theregion cametogether for prayer and
dinner thereafter, at Jeevan Jyoti Seminary.

C. S Alphonsa Region, Sangli
1. SANPHO-2 I nter-School Football Tour nament

The SANPHO-2 I nterschool Footbal Tournament was successfully
heldamSanthomeSchooI Sangll bringing together schoolsunder
o AT ’ﬁ@wthe Sangli Mission
. Society for a
= competition aimed at
. growing unity among
Wil theschools. Theevent
P witnessed enthusiastic
participationfromboth
I boysand girlsteams.

e o R e = Rev. Fr Tom
Mangal athil, thepresdent of Sangll Mission Society, inaugurated
thetournament, marking the beginning of exciting footbal | matches.
Alphonsa School, Kolhapur, emerged champion in the boys
category. Alphonsa School, Yadrav, and Alphonsa School, Mirg),
secured second and third place respectively. Inthegirls' category,
St. Thomas School, Ratnagiri, took home the trophy. Alphonsa
School, Jath and Alphonsa School, Kol hapur, claimed the second
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andthird placerespectively. The event was concluded with asense
of achievement and pride, astheyoung athletesexhibited their skills
andtalentsaswell aspassion for football.

2. Jubilee Celebration of Fathersand Sisters

. AlphonsaRegion cel ebrated the Jubilee of Priestsand Sistersat
Vishwadeepti, Kolhapur. The joyous event was attended by the
missionariesof theregion who gathered to honour the Jubilarians.
Rev. Fr Kurian Ammannathukunnel who completed 50 yearsin
priesthood was the main celebrant. Fr Sabu Njarolical, thesilver
Jubilarian, delivered aninspiring homily. In the programmethat
followed to felicitate the Jubilarians, Rev. Fr Tom Mangalathil,
= Regional
Director,
felicitated the
priests and
sisters who
completed 50
and 25 years
¢ Of dedicated
" serviceinthe
vineyard of the Lord. The cel ebration wasan occasion of great joy
and gratitude, not only for the Jubilariansbut also for theentire St.
AlphonsaRegion, Sangli. It served asareminder to Strengthenone's
vocation and to continue serving the L ord with renewed vigour and
dedication.

3. FanningtheFlame: M ST Renewal Jour ney

The Alphonsa Region |
experienced spiritual |
rejuvenation thanksto §
theinteractionswiththe
MST Renewal Team. §
The first phase of the |
renewal program was
heldintheKonkan area
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from January 9-13, 2025 whilethe second phasetook placeinthe
Kolhapur-Sangli areafrom February 3-6, 2025. The programwas
atteneded by all members working in the Region, who
wholeheartedly engaged intherenewal process. Throughthe M ST
Renewal programme the members had the opportunity to reflect,
renew, and recommit themsel vesto the mission of the Church and
the Society. Theprogram provided aplatform for membersto share
their concernsand ideasfor improving the society, fostering asense
of ownership and collaboration.

The successful completion of theM ST Renewal Journey with the
teamintheAlphonsaRegion marked asignificant milestoneinthe
effortsof the society to revitalize and strengthen its membersand
theRegionasawhole.

4. Silver Jubilee Celebration of Anugraha Special School

The Anugraha Special School celebrated its Silver Jubilee on
February 7" with great enthusiasm. The program wasinaugurated
by Nithin Pandurang Bhoyar, Police Inspector of Khed, who was
thechief guest for the occasion. Rev. Fr Tom Mangd athil, President
of Sangli Mission Society, presided over thefunction, whileRev Fr
Ivan Muthanattu, Councilor Incharge of Social Work of the
Missionary Society of St. Thomas, was the guest of honor. The
studentsof thespecid school and K G section showcased their tlents
through variouscultura activitiesthat captivated theaudience. The
event highlighted the school’s commitment to providing holistic
education and nurturing the creative potentia of itsstudents. The
audiencewasentertained by the energetic and soulful performances.
The cel ebration concluded with asolemn supper, marking theend
of the jubilee celebration. The Silver Jubilee is a milestone
achievement for theAnugrahaSpecia School, reflectingitsdedication
to serving children with specid needs. Theevent wasagrand success,
and theschool’ scommitment to empowering itsstudentswasevident
throughout the celebration. Overall, the Silver Jubilee cel ebration
was amemorable occasion that honored the school’ s 25 years of
sarviceto the community.
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5. Bedshi Jai Matha Church Silver JubileeCelebration

Jai Matha Church, Bedshi celebrated the Silver Jubileeand the Feast
from February 6" to February 16™. The celebration wasfilled with

| T i | w | spiritual fervour and
! % |

Salefi-Blieds)i - community bonding. On
the 16™ of February,
il concluding day, Mar
Thomas Elavana, the
iY Bishop of Kalyan,
presided over the Holy
Qurbanaand delivered
the message. Special
jubilee program was
organized, showcas ng thecommunity’ stalent and spirit. Theevent
concluded with Agape, filling the hearts of the congregation with
loveand gratitude. The Silver Jubilee celebration wasamemorable
occas on, marking the perseverance of the community infaith for
the past 25 years.

6. M ST celebrates 57" Foundation Day

St Alphonsa Region of the M ST celebrated 57" Foundation Day
with great fervour and enthusiasm. The occasionwas marked by a

seriesof eventsaimed at ingpiring and renewing themembersof the
society along with monthly recollection. The Holy Qurbanawas
presided over by Rev. Fr Tom Mangaathil who invited the
congregationto pray for theintentions of the society, itsfounders,
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the departed and theactive members, seeking blessingsand guidance
for their continued mission. The event concluded by cake-cutting
followed by dinner.

7. M ST exploresWaysto enhance Perfor mance

TheDirector Genera and the General Councillorsof MST visited
the Region and met themissionariesat Vishwadeepti K olhapur on
e TR e . _ March6, from4
| pm to 10 pm.
The gathering
§ facilitated a
&8 productive
= exchange of
i ideas, focusing
~ on the overall
- - . R -~ performance of
thesociety and potentld strateglesfor enhancement. Thediscusson
delved into various aspects of MST’s ministry such as direct
preaching, schools social work, migrants' care, and community
development. The attendees shared their insights and expertise,
exploring innovative approachesto optimizetheseinitiatives. The
event provided a platform for the General Team to engagein a
constructivedial ogue, fostering collaboration and teamwork.

8. Vidgit of Regional Education Committee

Inabidto maintain the highest standards of education, the Sangli
Mission Society’ s Department of Education conducted itsRegiond
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Education Committee (REC) visit for the academic year 2024-2025.
The REC, comprising the Trust President, Councilors, Education
Secretary, and other education committeemembers, aimed toingpect
and evaluate the functioning of various schools under the Sangli
Mission Society.

Theprimary objectiveof the REC visit wasto assessthe quality of
educationimparted by these school s, ensuring compliancewith the
guiddinesset by the Missionary Society of . ThomastheApostle
and Sangli Mission Society. The committee conducted athorough
ingpection of documents, facilities, and infrastructure, followed by
interactionswith the school management, staff, and students.

9. Proceduresand Agendaof REC

TheREC vist followed astructured procedure, asfollows:

1. Meeting with the Manager and Principal to discussacademic
activities, staff management, conveyance, financial constraints,
relationships, and future devel opment plans.

2. Verification of essentiad documents, including school records, land
documents, and other relevant papers.

3. Classroomingpectionsand interactionswith sudentsfrom selected
classes.

4. Mestingswith teaching and non-teaching staff membersto gauge
their perspectivesand concerns.

5. Personal interactions between the Trust President, Manager, and
Principd.

TheREC visited all the school s of the Region between March 18
andApril 9, 2025. By conducting thesevisits, the Sangli Mission
Society’s Department of Education reaffirmed itscommitment to
providing high-quality education and ensuring that its schools
mai ntained the highest standards of excellence.

EASTER 2025




MST Ovorid

D. MQM Region, New Delhi

S. Thomas Convent School, Rurka, Dehlon, Ludhiana
1. Republic Day Celebration

. Thomas Convent School _

celebrated RepublicDay on e — B
25th January with great zeal and patriotism. The event began with
theflag hoisting by Chief Guest Dr. Sandeep Kaur, followed by the
National Anthem. Students presented patriotic songs, dances, and
speeches, paying tributeto India sunity, freedom, and heritage.

2. SportsFestia 2025 —15th February

The Annual Sports Day of St. Thomas
Convent School for Nursery to Class 7 "' (8
showcased energetic participation, discipline, %
and team spirit. The march past displayed #
vibrant house pride, with Honest House
securing 1<t place, followed by Bravery House =
(2nd) and L oyalty House (3rd).

3. Day of Star Awar ds—28th February
Themonth concluded withthe prestigious*” Day of Star Awards” at

St. Thomas Convent School
celebrating student excellence in
academicsand co-curriculars. Chief
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Guest Rev. Fr. Jomon delivered an inspiring speech encouraging
studentsto strivefor greatness.

4. Women’sDay —8th March

Ontheoccas on of Internationa Women'sDay, S. Thomas Convent
asm | School students delivered

" &= =1 powerful speeches and

A presented heartfelt cultural
_J performances, highlighting
i the achievements and

strength of womeninsociety. irka,Dehls

5. CIeanImessAwards 19th March

Cleanllness Awards Ceremony,
recognizing studentsfrom Nursery to & i
Grade7 for their consistent effortsin keeping the campusclean and
organized.

6 FuIIAttendanceAwards 19th March

. Siudentsof St. Thomas Convent School with
the highest attendance throughout the year
' were awarded medals as a token of
appreciation for their dedication and
: L consistency.

7. Academic Year Endlng Ceremony — 19th March

St. Thomas Convent School 7 =
concluded the academic year
with a thanksgiving prayer RS
savice, offeringgratitudetoGod  «

foral theblessingsandgraces / ” T
received. Thecelebrationalso |

included beautiful performances T
by students, marking ajoyful end totheschool yeda.
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8. Institute of Har mony and Peace Sudies
The Director of the
Institute of Harmony
and Peace Studies
8 (IHPS), Fr M.D
= 1 Thomas MST
‘B publishedits10-Yearly

—ry T
7 TS 0'0:4"4 LA
AAAAAA A

Souvenir titled‘ Pursuing Harmony and
Peace’. In addition, hedelivered five s

Video Messageson varioustopicson ‘s
various platforms. He al so published ¢ =.
four articleson varioustopicsinvarious - ‘_
journds.

Reported by Fr Sogin Chirayil MST

E. & Joseph Mission, Odisha
1. Blessing of the Divine M ercy Ador ation Chapel

A moment of profound spiritual joy wasexperienced a the Namaste
Maria Centre with the blessing of the Divine Mercy Adoration
Chape onFebruary 1, 2025. Envisoned asasanctuary for perpetud
adoration, thechapd’sjourney beganwith thelaying of thefoundation
stone by HisExcellency Bp. Bosco Puthoor on November 1, 2023.
Thenewly completed chapd wassolemnly blessed by HisExcdlency

Bp Prlnce Antony Panangadan Blshop of the Eparchy of
Shamshabad. This sacred space now stands as abeacon of prayer
and contemplation, inviting thefaithful to encounter themerciful love
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of Christthrough adoration.
2. Spiritual Formation & Lenten Retreat for Catechists

Catechists from Kundra, Podagada, Laxmipur, J.K. Pur,
Bissamcuttack, Jmidipeta, and Baimeaparticipated intwo enriching
programsheld at the Namaste MariaCentre. From February 18to
20, Fr. George Tiggaand Fr. Libin Valiyaparambil led sessions
focused on enhancing pastora skillsand degpening persond holiness.

From March 25 to 28, a Lenten retreat was conducted for 47
s - sow » @ catechists guidedby
g Fr. Joseph Soren,

™ Susama. Theretreat

- included Eucharigtic
Adoration, theWay of the Cross Holy Mass, and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, helping participants prepare spiritually for Easter.
These programsreflect the Namaste Maria Centre’scommitment
to holigtic evangdization and the strengthening of faith communities
across Odisha

3.ALOK 2K24 OdlshaYouth Camp

TheALOK 2K 24 youth camp washeld at Namaste MariaCentre,
drawing together 69 enthusi astic young participants 27 boysand 42
girlsfrom various mission stationsacross Odisha. Over four days,
the camp offered enriching spiritual experiencesincluding Holy
Qurbana, rosary processions, inspiring spiritua sessions, and the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. The participantspledged toliveas
authentic witnessesof Christintheir communities, demonstrating
deep spiritua enthusiasm and maturity.
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HOUSES OF FORMATION
A. Deepti Minor Seminary, Melampara
1. New Priests Day and Benefactors Day Celebration

The New Priests Day of our beloved newly ordained priestsin
conJ unctionwith Benefactors Day, was solemnly celebrated at

| S Decpti Seminary on
W anvary 11, 2025,
) Thecelebrationwas
~+ «marked by deep
spiritual joy and
heartfelt gratitude.In
w the presenceof their
= mentors, formators,
fellow seminarians, and cherished family members, thenewly ordained
dood at thedtar of Degpti for thefirgt timein personaChridti, offering
theHoly Sacrificewithreverenceand awe. It wasasacred moment—
whereyearsof prayer, formation, and silent surrender blossomed
into the beautiful mystery of priesthood.

Following the solemn Eucharigtic cd éoration, thecommunity gathered
intheseminary auditoriumto extend heartfdt fdicitationsto thenew
priests and to honor the benefactors whose generous support
continues to sustain and inspire the mission of formation. The
atmospherewasfilled with joy, gratitude, and brotherhood. The
day concluded with asolemn and sumptuousfestivemed, bringing
together dl present inaspirit of communion and celebration. Truly,
theNew Priests Day wasagrace-filled and encouraging moment
for theentire seminary community.

2. Euphoria- 2K25
The Seminary Day of Deepti Seminary, titled ‘ Euphoria2K 25, was
celebrated with great solemnity, joy, and spiritual fervor on 25th

January 2025. Thisspecia occasion stood asaprofound expression
of gratitudefor thegift of vocation and acelebration of thejourney
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of priestly formation. It offered avibrant platformfor theseminarians
to exhibit their God-given talents, share the richness of their
experiences, and degpen their connection with thewider community
that supportsand wakswiththeminfaith. Morethanjust an event,
Seminary Day served asasacred reminder to nurture vocations, to
thank the many generousbenefactors, and to renew our collective
commitment to the spiritual and pastoral mission of the Church.

The celebration was honored by the gracious presence of His
Excellency Mar Jose Pulickal, Bishop of the Eparchy of
Kanjirappaly, who served asthe chief guest. Very Rev. Dr. Vincent
Kadalikkaattilputhenpura, Director General of M ST, presided over
| theevent with paternal warmth
and wisdom. Msgr. Dr. Joseph
" Kaniyodickal, Syncellusof the
Eparchy of Palai, graced the
occas on asthe Guest of Honour.
Their inspiring presence and
words added depth and dignity
totheevent. Euphon a2K 25 wasenriched by the presence of many
esteemed guests, priests, religiousssters, and our beloved neighbours
who cameto sharein our joy and =
support the mission of formation.
The seminarians presented awide
array of culturd programs, blending
creativity, tradition, and spiritual
reflection. Amongthehighlightswas &
the thrilling ‘ Chendamelam’ :
performance, which captivated everyone present. We extend our
heartfelt congratul ationsto our brothersfor their tirelessefforts,
creativity, and commitment that made Euphoria2K 25 aresounding
success. Their dedication truly reflected the spirit of unity, discipline,
andjoy that isnurtured withinthewallsof Deepti Seminary.

3.Aloha2K 25
On April 07, with hearts full of gratitude and emotion, Deepti
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B seminary bid aloving farewell toits

senior batch of 14 minor seminarians
asthey completed theinitial stage of
their priestly formation and prepared to
gepintothenext chapter of their sacred
journey. Over the years, they had
walked closaly with al—growing not
justinknowledgeand discipline, but moresoinfaith, fraternity, and
missionary zed. Their presence hasbeen ablessingtothe seminary
community: they led with humility, served withjoy, andinspired with
quiet strength. Whether in prayer, study, or smpledaily moments,
they haveleft behind them footprints of dedication and love. The
Seminary Community thanked themfor all that they have beento
thecommunity.

4. Annual Seminary Magazine—*Arun’

TheAnnual Magazine of Deepti Seminary, ‘ Arun,” wasofficially
inaugurated by Very Rev.Dr. Vincent Kaddikkattil puthenpura, the

Director Generd of MST during thefarewell ceremony on 07 April.
Theevent marked asignificant moment of intellectual and creative
celebration, showcasing thetaents, reflections, and spiritud journeys
. of theseminariansover the
ﬂLOHA M " past year. The magazine, a
8 , 4 beautiful blend of theological
fe % s ingghts, literary expressions,
) ! artwork, and community life,
: = IR stands as atestimony to the
vi brant spl rltud and academic
environment of theseminary.
The release of the Annual
Magazinewas not merely an
event but a celebration of
thought, faith, and fraternity,
echoingtheongoing formetion
of mindsand heartsat Deepti Seminary.
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B. Jeevan Jyothi-M OC, Ganjam
1. MST Foundation day

Most of theM ST priestsworking in MandyaRegion weregathered
at Jeevan Jyotl for the M ST Foundation day on 22 Feb 2025. After
theteaat 5.00 pm,
we spent almost an
hour in adoration. It
was followed by
friendly chit-chatand
useful discussions.
Later, we had the
agape meal and theget together got over by 10.00pm. Specia thanks
totheMandyaRegiona team, for arranging M ST foundation day at
Jeevan Jyoti.

2. ThankstotheRector and Saff of VikasMaitri Seminary,
Kotra

Dueto unprecedented situation, in the academic year 2024-25 we
had to send our MOC brothersto VikasMaiti Seminary, Kotrato
continuetheir formation. Wearevery much indebted to the Rector
Rev. Fr Shoney and other members on the staff of Vikas Maitri
Seminary, Kotrafor accepting our brothersto the seminary. Our
brothersstayed inthe VikasMaitri Seminary amost seven months
and after the entrance examsto the Ruhalaya seminary they came
back to Jeevan Jyoti, Ganjam.

After coming to Jeevan Jyoti they had classeson M ST Congtitutions
and Directivesand Kannada L anguage. They werealso giventhe
opportunity tovist thevillages.
3. MysorePicnic

At the completion of the classesand final
exams, our MOC brothershad someleisure =5
timeinvisiting theimportant historic and —rf
tourist destinations in and around ¢
Srirangapatnaand Mysore.
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4.Visit tothe Missions

Aspart of formation, the brothers had the opportunity to visit the
mission stat|0n3| nMandya. It wasan enriching experiencefrom
- . the missionary
perspective, since it
gave them an
' opportunity towitness
' thelivesand contextsof
& f?; our missionaries. Dear
M |ssonar| es thanks a Iot for your uninterrupted support and
encouragement givento our brothersat Jeevan Jyoti Seminary.

5. Farewell tothe 37" batch of MOC

On Thursday 10" April 2025, asmall get together wasarrangedin
the presence of our Regional Director and histeam, to giveasend-
off to the outgoing students of Jeevan Jyoti of the academic year
2024-25. Rev.
Fr  Rector
‘welcomed
kY « everybody to
- § . thesession.
".";. Rev. Fr SOjan
" Aikkarakunnd
gaveameaningful messageto the brothershighlighting the need of
having strong conviction about priesthood. Rev. Fr Sebastian
Koottumka a so addressed the brothers. Brothers sang aKannada
song taught by Rev. Fr Sebastian K oottumkal and they proposed a
vote of thanks. Anagape meal wasarranged to mark the occasion.

Asthey embark onanew stage of formationinthefuture, wewished
themall thebest for their future endeavours. “ Stay trueto yourself
andyour valuesand youwill surly goahead inyour life’, whispered
everyoneto them. Thanks Good bye dear 37" batch of MOC.

Brothersbegan their vacation on 12" April 2025.
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C.RuhalayaMajor Seminary, Ujjain
1. ChristmasCelebrationsat Ruhalaya

The Christmas season at Ruhalayawas ajoyful and spiritually
enriching time, marked by aseriesof celebrationsinvolving both
theseminary community andthesurrounding
faithful. Thefestivitiesbegan on December
19" with avibrant community gathering
where brothers and fathers sang carols,
exchanged gifts, and enjoyed afestive cake-
= cutting ceremony. On December 25", the
solemnity of Chrisgsmaswas celebrated with
: pe bos Holy Mass, followed by Christmas get-
together. The ceI ebrations extended to the wider community on
December 29", when Christian familiesfrom around Ruhaayawere
welcomed for aspecia programmefeaturing cultural and spiritual
performances, culminatinginajoyful Chrigmasdinner.

2. New Year Celebration

Thedawn of theNew Year waswel comed at Ruhalayawith deep
spiritua fervor and joyful celebration. The seminary community
gathered on the night of December 31% for asolemn Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament. Thistimeof prayerful reflection provided
an opportunity tothank the L ord for the gracesreceived throughout
thepast year and to entrust the coming year to Hisdivine providence.
Asmidnight approached, thecommunity cametogether to cel ebrate
the Holy Eucharist, marking the beginning of the New Year witha
spirit of gratitude and hope. Following the Mass, the atmosphere
turned festiveasthe seminary family and thefathful around gathered
for ajoyful New Year get-together. The celebration included the
sharing of greetings, light refreshments, and momentsof fraternity
andjoy. It wasatimeto strengthen the bonds of community and to
step into the new year with renewed commitment and enthusiasm.

3. Philosophical National Conference on ‘Frontiers of
Transcendence

A two-day National Conference on Frontiersof Transcendence:

EASTER 2025




MST Ovorid

~ Explorations into
Philosophy, Theology,
Science, and Art was held
at Ruhalaya Philosophate,
Ujjain, from 14" to 15"
January. The event brought
together scholars,

= theologians, scientists,

arti sts and studentsfrom a:rossthe country to engagein meaningful
dialogue ontheintersectionsof these disciplines. The conference
commenced withaformal inaugural session. Very Rev. Fr Manoj
Parackal, the Rector extended awarmwelcometo al participants
and dignitaries. The conferencewasformally inaugurated by His
Excellency Mar Sebadtian Vadakd , whosewords of encouragement
set areflective tone for the proceedings. Very Rev. Fr Vincent
Kadaikkettilputhenpura, delivered the Presdentid Address. Amgjor
highlight of theinaugura sessonwasthe K eynoteAddressddivered
by Dr Tessy Thomas, widely known asthe " Missile Woman of
India.” Her insightsbridged science and spirituality, emphasizing
the harmony between technol ogical advancement and transcendent
vaues

The conference dynamics Y
and thethematic framework
were introduced by Dr €
VeenusKaramullil, settingthe 4§
stage for two days of £
scholarly engagement. A o
series of academic papers
were presented by | >
distinguished scholars and researchers, includ ng Dr Martin
Sankoorikal, Dr Tregjo Chakkalackal OFM Cap., Prof. C.D.
Sebagtian M ST, Dr Sabeesh Vettiyadan CMI, Dr Justin Vettuka €,
Dr Manjit M. Bhatti, Dr Jose Aryankalayil MST, Bro. Don
Karivelicka, and Dr VeenusKaramullil. These sessonsexplored a
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widerangeof topicsthat linked philosophical inquiry, theological
depth, scientific reasoning, and artistic expression.

Theconcluding ceremony wasgraced by HisBestitudeMar Raphadl
Theattil, Mg or Archbishop of the Syro-Madabar Church, who served
asthe Chief Guest. In hisconcluding address, he commended the
organizersand participantsfor their valuable contributionsto the
advancement of interdisciplinary academic discourse. The event
concluded with a heartfelt vote of thanks delivered by Rev. Fr
Johnson Pullatt, the Vice Rector of Ruhalaya Philosophate,
expressing gratitudeto a| speskers, participants, and collaborators
for making the conference a stunning success. The conference
witnessed the enthus astic participation of fathers, brothers, ssters,
andlay scholarsfrom near and far, making it avibrant platformfor
intellectud and spiritua enrichment.

4. Visit by Mar Raphael Thattil & Official Declaration of
Ruhalaya as| nstitute of Theology

Thedeclaration of Ruhalayaasan Institute of Theology by His
Bestitude Mar Raphael Thattil, the M &jor Archbishop of the Syro-

Ma abar Church on 16th January 2025 isatruly hlstorlc moment
inthelifeof RuhadayaMagor Seminary. Thismilestonerecognises
Ruhaaya senduring journey of academic and spiritua growth and
affirmsitscommitment tofostering theol ogicd excdlence. Theevent
Wasgraced by the presence and inspiring messages of HisBestitude

: Mar  Raphael
| Thattil and His
25| Excellency Mar

| Sebagtian Vadake,

il || Bishop of the
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| Eparchy of Ujjain. We also
gratefully acknowledge Very
Rev. Fr Pauly Maniyattu, the
President of the Pontifical
Orientd Ingtituteof Religious
Studies, Kottayam, for
m NigNlighting the ongoing
- e R Aokonn, oollaboration betweenthetwo
mstltutlons Thecelebratlon wasfurther enriched by the presence
of Very Rev. Fr Vincent Kadalikattilputhenpura, the Director
General of theMST; Very Rev. Fr Manoj Parackal, the Rector of
Ruhaaya; Rev. Fr John
Kudiyiruppil, the
Director of thelndtitute @
of Theology and many i
other priests, religious,
formees and |
seminarians. Thls|
declaration standsasacall to continue Ruhal ayasmissonwith
ecclesa zeal and academic commitment.

5. Challengers Cup 2025 - Ruhalaya Philosophate

Themuch-awaited Chdlengers Cup 2025, Ruhaaya sannud batch-
wise sports tournament, commenced with great excitement and
anticipation on 22" January. The tournament was officialy
inaugurated by Dr Martin Sankoorikal , whose encouraging words
set the tonefor aspirited and
thrilling competition. Thisyear,
the tournament featured a
basketball championship, and
8 thecourt quickly turnedintoan
' arenaof energy, teamwork, and
healthy rivalry. Each batch
brought their best game
forward, competl ng with determination, discipline, andincredible
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enthusiasm. The matches were intense and closely contested,
showcasing not just athletic skill but also the unity and brotherhood
that define Ruhaaya. Thetournament reached itsthrilling climax
with anail-biting final between the Third Year and First Year
brothers. In ahigh-energy match that kept the spectators at the
edge of their seats, the Third-Year brothersemerged victorious,
lifting the prestigious Challengers Cup with prideandjoy.

6. Football, Volleyball and Basketball M atches at Avantika
University

Thefootball, volleyball and basketball # )

teams of Ruhalaya Major Seminary § *lil' 2 g

participated in the competitions gy ~
conducted by AvantikaUniversity, Ujjain B
on 1st and 2nd February 2025. Brother
from both the Philosophate and the
Theologate comprised of theteams. Rev. S8 9

Frs Manoj, John, Joby, Jubil, Joyal | &&= & i
accompanied theteamsthat got agreat —
opportunity to play standard gameswith standard teeamsin standard
atmosphere.

7. Basketball Match at Chandukhedy
Brothersfrom Ruhalaya Theol ogate went on 6th February 2025to

S Joseph’'sMission Station at Chandukehdy and played afriendly
basketball match

match heldinthe
—— newly  built
~  basketball court

5 | SRS of the school at
Chandukhedy mission station. FrsManoj and Joby accompanied
thebrothers. Rev. Fr Binish Cherucheruppil, the priestin charge of
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themiss on gation, we comed thefathersand brothersfrom Ruhdaya
and introduced them to the staff and students of the school who
enjoyed thematch that a so inspired them to play basketball.

8. Ruhalayalnter-Seminary Bible Quiz 2025
On 9th February 2025, RuhalayaMagjor Seminary witnessed the

2R3

s

final round of Ruhalayalnter-Seminary Bible Quiz 2025. Eleven
brilliant participantsfrom different seminariesfromvarious partsof
the country participated inthefina round. Rev. Fr Joya Anjilithoppil
MST wasthe Quiz Master. Bro. AlphonsVazhakkuzha, belonging
to the Eparchy of Ujjain and _

doing third year theolog
course at Ruhalaya Major
Seminary, securedfirst prize.
Hehad dsowonthefirg prize
in2023. Very Rev. Fr Manoj
Parackal, the Rector of
Ruhalaya Major Seminary,
welcomed the participants
and His excellency Mar Sebastian Vadakkel and Very Rev. Fr
Sebagtian Pullatt, the M ST’ sRegiond Director in Ujjain, distributed
the prizes. All fathers and brothers of Ruhalayaand sistersand
formeesfrom neighbouring convent communitieswere present during
the quiz. The contestantsweretaken for an Ujjain Darshan after
theprogramme.

9. RCL A Concluding Ceremony
The Concluding Ceremony of the Ruhalaya Cultura and Literary
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Academy (RCLA)
and Home Herald
2024-25 was held
withmuchenthusasm
and grace on 13th
February 2025,
marking the
culmination of a

= ' vibrant year of cultura
and li |terary exprul onat Ruhal ayaPhilosophate. Throughout the
academic year, Thursday afternoonswerereserved for cultural
performances, wherebrothersshowcased thelr cregtivity, tesmwork,
and talent through music, drama, dance, and thought-provoking
skits. Simultaneoudly, theHomeHerald Literary Board witnessed
weekly contributions, with brothersexhibiting their flair for writing,
poetry, essays, and reflections, al compiled and displayed with care
and credtivity.

Thegrandfindewasgraced by S Merlin SABS, Principd of Christu
Jyoti Convent School, Ujjain, asthe Chief Guest. In her inspiring
address, she encouraged the brothersto continue nurturing their
artigicand literary gifts, reminding themthat thesearevita toolsfor
effectiveand compassionate ministry intoday’ sworld. Thebrothers
lit up the event with acolorful array of cultural performances,
displayingthefruitsof their cons stent effortsthroughout theyear. A
gpecid highlight of the ceremony wastheformal rel easeof the 2024-
25 edition of Home Herald, abeautifully handwritten collection of
theyear’sbest literary pieces, reflecting the depth, creativity, and
spiritual insight of the seminary community. Theentire ceremony
served asajoyful reminder that cultural and literary activitiesare
not just extracurricular, but formational, hel ping to shapethewel|-
rounded, expressive, and pastoraly sensitive priestsof tomorrow.

10. Blessing of a New Photostat M achine

Theblessing of anew photostat machinewasdoneat 01:00 pmon
14th February 2025, after the classes, by Rev. Fr Joseph Koren
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MST. It was Rev. Fr Koren Joseph who sponsored the machine,
and he blessed and inaugurated it by taking thefirst print in the
presence of Ruha ayatheol ogate community and fathersfromthe
Philosophate. Therewerethe esteemed presence of Rev. Frsivan
Muthanattu, Salas K arikandathil and George Pottananiyil during

the blessing and the distribution of sweets.
11. Exposition of Dilexit NosenlightensRuhalaya Community

On 21st February 2025, the Ruhal aya Phil osophate community
cametogether for anintellectualy enriching exposition on Dilexit
Nos, the fourth encyclical of Pope Francis. The event was a
remarkable academic initiative, aimed at deepening the students

understanding of contemporary Churchteachings. Theexposition
wasled by Very Rev. Fr Manoj Parackal, the Rector. With scholarly
precision and pastoral insight, he offered asystematic and in-depth
presentation of theencyclica whichwashighly appreciated by both
studentsand staff alike. The session sparked thoughtful reflections
and meaningful discussions, creating aspirit of academic curiosity
and theol ogical engagement among the participants. The brothers
expressed deep gratitudefor the Rector’shard work and erudite
contribution, which madetheteachings of Dilexit Nosaccessible
and relevant to their formation journey. Thisscholarly event was
yet another testament to Ruhalaya's commitment to fostering
intellectua excellenceand spiritua depthintheformation of future
priests.

12. Celebration of the Foundation Day of theM ST

RuhalayaMgor Seminary solemnly cel ebrated the57th Foundation
Day of the MST on 22nd February 2025. His Excellency Mar
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Sebastian Vadakel was the
. 1 maincdebrant forthesolemn
. Qurbana, whichwasheldin
the Theologate Chapel asa
common Eucharistic
celebration. At 10:30am, a
spirited basketball match

took place between the
Philosophy and Theology &

team securing a narrow j
victory. The day concluded *
withaddightful eveningfilled
with melodiousmusicand a
ddiciousoutdoor dinner, enjoyed at the Phil osophy campus.

13. Defenseand Compr ehensive Examinations

Marking asignificant academic milestonein their formativejourney,
theThird-Year Brothers of Ruhalaya Philosophate successfully
completed their Thesis Defenseand Comprehensive Examinations,
bri ngl ng the| r threeyear philosophical formationto afulfilling
. concluson. TheThess

# Defensewas held on

¥ / 19th February, during
I which each brother
was allotted ten
'm , Minutesto present the
#8 cssence of their
research, followed by
abrief question-and-
answer session. The
event showcased the brothers' critical thinking, depth of
understanding, and ability to articul ate philosophical insightswith
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clarity and confidence.

Continuing therigorous academic journey, the brothers appeared
for the ComprehengveWritten Examinationon 21st March, covering
thewidespectrum of philosophical disciplinesstudied over theyears.
Thiswasfollowed by the ComprehensiveVivaVoceon 28th March,
wherethey wereindividually assessed ontheir intellectud integration
and capacity to engage with key philosophical themes. The
performance of the brotherswas commendabl e, reflecting their
dedication, discipline, and intellectual growth throughout the
programme. The successful completion of these assessmentsstands
asaproud moment intheir seminary life, atestament to their hard
work and astepping stonetoward deeper theol ogical studies.

14. Inter national Women’sDay Celebrations

The International Women’s Day was cel ebrated at the Ruhalaya
Theologate auditorium at 01:30 pm on 8th March 2025. Theevent
wasorganised by the Sdf-He p Groups (SHGs) functioning around
RuhdayaMgor Seminary, under theleadership of Rev. Fr Thomas
Manjaankal and Rev. Sr Deepti DST. HisExcellency Bishop Mar
Sebastian Vadakel, Very Rev. Fr Manoj Parackal, Rector of
Ruhalaya, Mrs Shasan Kaur, District Judge, and other dignitaries
addressed the gathering. Several women also presented cultural
performances on stage, adding beauty and joy to the celebration.

15. Sayonara: A Heartfelt Send-Off tol |l Year Brothers

In atouching and memorable cel ebration, RuhalayaPhilosophate
bid farewell to the Third-Year Brothers on the evening of 29th
March, asthey
completedther
academic
journey and
8 formative stay
a theseminary.
The event was
gracefully
organized by
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the Second- Year Brothers, who poured their heartsinto craftinga
vibrant and meaningful send-off for their seniors. A total of 25
brothers were honored and celebrated for their three years of
formation at Ruhalaya. Thefarewell was marked by amix of joy
and emotion, abittersweet moment as the brothers prepared to
step into the next chapter of their journey toward priesthood.

Theevening featured cultural performances, wordsof appreciation,
and moments of reflection, making it abeautiful expression of
fraternity and gratitude. The outgoing brothersexpressed heartfelt
thanksto theentire Ruhalayacommunity for the guidance, academic
growth, and spiritual formation they received during their timeat
the seminary. Very Rev. Fr Manoj Parackal, the Rector, along with
theViceRector, Rev. Fr. Johnson Pullatt, felicitated the brothers,
acknowledging their dedi cation and growth, and encouraged them
tocarry thespirit of Ruhalayaintother futuremission. Asthe Third-
Year Brothersmoveforward, the Ruhalayacommunity sendsthem
off with prayers, best wishes, and immense pride.

16. Adieu toRev. Fr John Kudiyir uppil

Ruhalayabadefarewell to oneof itslegendary professors, Rev. Fr
John Kudiyiruppil —aversatile author, an exceptiona teacher and
aboved|, agenuine human being. Themilestonesachieved under
Rev. Fr John’s deanship and |eadership are both numerous and
remarkable. His vision has not only shaped the academic
programmesof the seminary but a so nurtured avibrant community
of learners, eager to innovate and excel acrossdiversefields of
knowledge and wisdom. He consi stently encouraged studentsto
delveinto solid literature, think criticaly, expand their horizonsand
pursue excellence—not only intheir academic pursuitsbut in every
agpect of life. Rundayawill degply misshisingpiringand motivating
presence, hissoothing words, thrillinginsghts, delightful humour
and thought-provoking conversations. Theentire Ruhaayafamily
extendsitsheartfelt gratitude and best wishesto himfor thejourney
ahead. May he continueto make aprofound impact wherever he
goes, being effectivein God'shands.
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OVERSEAS MINISTRIES

Canada
We had our MST renewal programme on March 24 at 7.30 pm.
Wehad avery lively discussion onvariousmattersfor two hours. Fr
Joseph Akkattukudilil was not ableto attend it ashewason his
holidays. OnApril 1, Tuesday, | (Tom Kakkaniyil) had aUrinary
Tract Surgery. All theeight priestsworking in Canadaare doing
well. | talked with al of the membersof the MST in Canadaand
everyoneishbusy and happy intheir ownways. Happy Easter.

Fr. ThomasKakkaniyilMST
Chengena, Tanzania

1. Christmasin thevillages

MST Missionin Chengenaorganized amonth-long preparation for
ChristmasintheMission parish. Thecatholicchildreninthevillage
were encouraged to participatein the
holy massevery day beforethey were
moving totheschoal. It wasasuccess
withthe participation of morethan 200 K
children every day. Theyouth group %
members practiced carol songs and
taught thechildren. Therewerearound é
hundreds of participantsreachingthe &

carol singing around thevillages. \\

2. Christmasin MST Mission Chengena

Wehad avery grace-filled ChrisgmascelebrationintheM ST Misson
in Chengena. There was a night vigil mass on
ChrigmasEvewithagood number of participations
8 fromthefathful. Theholy masswasledby Fr Shaju
Jose, the Parish Priest. Therewasalso holy mass
arangedinal fiveother villagecommunitiesunder
g the Mission on Christmasday. The peoplewere

" 1 delighted to celebrate the Christmas massand the
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| other celebrationswithusal. We
B are grateful to Fr Biju Joesph
2 Pullappalil for hdping uswiththe
B8 ChristmasGiftsfor thepeoplein
the Mission. We could distribute
dress materials to around 250
: people in the mission who are
really in need of our hel p. It wasthrough generous support by Fr
Bijuwhilehecollected it withthehelp of thechildrenin hisparishin
Madale, Dar Es Salaam.

3. Jubilee 2025

MST fathersin SongeaArchdiocesejoined inthe Jubileeyear 2025
inauguration serviceinthediocesewith our panshl oners. Wewere

A /4
actively involved intheprocessonfor theinauguration of the Jubilee
year from our Foraneto the Cathedral with thefaithful and later
involved oursalvesinthe sacrament of reconciliationin thediocesan
level. Therewasamassive participation from every parishinthe
cathedral church on the days of inauguration of the Jubilee year

2025.
4.Holy Order of Diaconate

Itisamatter of joy that thanks
tothemissionary effortsof MST | &1 0
Fathersin SongeaDiocesethat f”a 4 '
Patrick Mapundareceived the §
holy order of Diaconate.on 29 |
Decemeber 2024 from
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Archhbishop Damien DennisDdlu, theArchbishop of Songea. Petrick
Mapundaisaseminarian from ChengenaParish, Hejoined the
seminary whenthe M ST fatherswere serving in Chengenaparish.
Wearelooking forward to the ordination of priesthood of Dn Petick
Mapundain themiddleof thisyear.

5.WAWATA annual gathering

The mothers group inthe Missionin Chengenaorganized aone-
g day programon 1 January
' in the Mission house in
§ Chengena. There were
¢ around 55 catholicmothers

in the gathering. WAWATA is the i

Tanzanianmothers group organizingfaith

activitiesin every parish. Thegathering
beganwiththeNew Year day holy Mass #
followed by deliciousmeal and cultural 2
programs. e
6. Uniform materialsto Children

MST MissioninChengenaisoneof theinterior missonsof MST in
Tanzaniawherethe people compl etely depend onagriculture. Itis

; ey difficultfor
them to
afford a
- decent
8 school
B uniform
Fevery
‘year.
Many useuniformspurchasedinthe previousyears. Weare grateful
to Fr SgimonVanderkunnd M ST and Fr JoseVdiamangdamM ST
for their support through their benefactorsaswell asother benefactors
from Tanzania, US, UK and Kuwait. Withtheir contributionswe
could channelize the amount needed for giving school uniform

EASTER 2025




MST Oorid

materia stothe ChildrenintheMission.
7. ASSISSI Chekechea

Thereligious sisters have started their ministry in the parish as
missionary collaboratorson 3 February. The OSF sistersstarted a
nursery school inthe p e
mission as ASSISSI e G ; 7
Chekechea. It was a (@

long awaiting need of
the villagers in 8
Chengena. We look
forward to a more
effectivedevel opment
with the presence of
OSF Sisters. There 73 & ’
are 70 childrenintheschool mtheﬁrstyear itself.

8. Youth GroupsintheVillages

We could organl ze dlfferent youth groupsinthevillagesunder the

- Mission in Chengena.
The youth groups are
being organisedinevery
villageintheMissonin
2025 as a special
ministry of theyear. We
4 also organize the
& Christian youth in
Nameanguli villageunder
the mission wherethere was active participation during thelenten
season in Sunday Masses and theweekly prayer services. There
aremorethan 50 youthsfromthisvillageisdf.

9.Blessingand I nauguration of Convent & Formation House

The OSF s sters opened anew convent in Chengena. Although the
sisters wereworkingonit since 1980, it was relised only now. The
Archbishop of Songea, Most Rev. Damien Dallu, blessed and

EASTER 2025




inaugurated the
formation houseandthe
convent of OSF sisters
on 8 March. The MST
fathers hel ped the OSF
sisters to realise this
dreaminChengena Itis
a huge project of 440
millionTanzanianshilling

MST Ovorid

and MST priests
couldchanndlizemore 2
than 14 % of thetotal -
cost through various s
means. Fr Shaiju Jose
worked hard to
complete the
construction in the ~ e 3 -
absence of contractorsand superwsors ltwas hlghly appreu iated
by the Archbishop.
10. Pilgrimageto M salaba M kuu
Theyouthgroup of M ST Missonin Chengenaorganized apilgrimage
to oneof the hill stationsin SongeaArchDiocese called Msalaba
Mkuu on 11" February, on the fortieth Friday. The youth group
from all the 6
— communitiesinthe
Mission
participatedinthis
- pilgrimageaspart
of the Lent this
= year. The youth
| groups  from
' Kilangalanga,
Namagull Suluti, Ruegu Uklwayuyu and Chengenavillagesreached
Namabengo parish, and from therethey started the pilgrimage. The
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= 60 participants fasted
onthat day and prayed
he Stations of the
Crosssinging Swahili
devotiona songsonthe
| way toMsalabaMkuu
© whichis20kmsaway.

The pilgrimage reached
Msalaba Mkuu in the
evening. Fr Shaiju JoseM ST
offered the holy Massinthe

! 8 v

churchinthevalley. Heenlightened
theyouth group by hishomily. The
pilgrimage proceeded tothetop of the
hill and concluded at thefoot of the
crosswith prayer andthefind blessing
and then they broke the fast in the
valley. itishopedthat the pilgrimage
. brought spiritua renewa totheyouth
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IN MEMORIAM
1. Rev.Fr Binoy Philippose Thazhathuveettil (1977-2024)

Rev. Fr Binoy Philippose Thazhathuvesttil,
MST belonging to St Paul Mission Region,
Ujjain, passed away peacefully for hiseterna
reward at 3.00 am on December 25, 2024
at IHM hospital, Bharananganam.

Fr Binoy (Devassia) wasborn on 07 January
1977 to Mr Philippose and Annamma
Thazhathuvesttil and heissurvived by thesiblings: Philipose, Joseph,
Roy & Bincy. He had his primary and secondary education
respectively at St. Xavier’'sLP School, Nellippara (1982-1986)
and Calvary UP & HSat Calvary Mount. Hejoined Deepti minor
seminary in 1994 and philosophical and theological studies at
RuhalayaMajor Seminary. He was ordained priest on April 12,
2005.

After priestly ordination he served asass stant priest at Deepti Edtate
Vadakkenchery (2005- 2006), X Mary’sChurch, Agar, Ujjain (2006
June-Nov); . Peter’sCatholic Church, Shujd pur, Ujjain (2006 Nov-
2007 May); St. Joseph's Catholic Church, Shajapur, Ujjain (2007 -
2008). Heserved aspriestin charge at St Mother TheresaChurch,
Khilchipur, Ujjain (2008-2010) and S AlphonsaChurch, Akodia,
Ujjan (2012-2017). Heserved asFinance Officer at RundayaMgor
Seminary, Ujjain (2017-2020); asManager of St. Thomas Convent
School, Bhatinda. Punjab (2020 - 2021) and as Director of Angel
Home, Kadanad. Kerda(2022-2023). After successfully passing
theB2levd Germanlanguage, hewassent for pastord ministry inthe
Dioceseof Rottenburg-Stuttgart. Helandedin Germany on 20" March
2023. After the period of probation hewasappointed ass stant parish
priest at Bad Boll inthe diocese of Rottenburg-Stuttgart on January
20, 2024.
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[lIness and Treatment of Fr Binoy

TheLord swaysare mysterious! OnApril 12, 2024, Fr Binoy was
admitted to RHG Hospital, Ulm, Germany, and was diagnosed
canceroustumour with severecomplications. OnApril 18 hewas
shifted to Gunzburg dueto continued difficultieswith hisbrainand
overall health. Totheshock of al, the CT and MRI scansrevealed
afast-growing tumor, glioblastoma, on theleft side of hisbrain.
Doctorsrecommended immediate surgery toremovethetumor. The
skull-opening surgery lasted approximately eighteen hours. After
thesurgery Fr. Binoy suffered abrain stroke and went into acoma
for amost aweek. OnApril 29, he showed signsof improvement
and was transferred back to Ulm for chemotherapy and
physiotherapy. On 16th August, Fr. Binoy was shifted to Station E
inRKU to preparefor an operation to replace theremoved part of
his skull with a Titan Plate. On 19th August, an MRT test was
conducted where result showed that the growth of the tumor was
aggressive. On 26th August, the operation to replacethe removed
part of the skull was successfully performed. On September 6, he
wasshiftedto Uniklinikin Ulmfor rehabilitation and other therapies.

Fr. Binoy was permitted by thedoctorsto travel to Indiafromthe
hospital in Ulm. On September 16, at 1:30 pm on hisjourney to
Kerda, Fr Binoy wasaccompanied by Frs. Biju Mathew Nelikunnel
and Jji Ettaniyil. Upon hisarrival in Kochi on 17" hewasadmitted
in Caritas Hospital where hereceived specialized medical carein
the department of oncol ogy and neurology. Fr. Binoy wasdischarged
on September 24 with the adviceto continue VEGFXTA injections
to stabilize the growth of the tumour. During the period of
convalescence, he stayed at Araam and received VEGFXTA
injectionsevery fifteen days. Hevisited hisparentsand rel atives at
hometwicein October 2024. On November 2, after returning from
home, hishealth beganto deteriorate.

Last Days of Fr Binoy

Following histhird VEGFXTA injection, he experienced severe
adverse reactions, and the injections were discontinued. On
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November 6 due to worsening health condition Fr Binoy was
transferred to Marygiri Hospitd, wherehewasgiven pdliativecare
treatment. On November 8, Rev. Fr. Director Generd administered
theAnoainting of the Sick to Fr. Binoy. On December 19 when his
hedlth declined further, Fr. Lonappan Arangassery administered the
Anointing of the Sick in the presence of many Fathersfrom Deepti
Bhavan. On the evening of December 24, Fr. Binoy’s condition
deteriorated Sgnificantly and a 3:00 am on ChrissmasDay, Fr. Binoy
Thazhathuvesttil peacefully passed away intheHospita, surrounded
by hisbrothers, MST Fathersand hospital staff.

Funeral and Last Rites

| Thebody of Fr Binoy
ot Was taken to homein

'\ Nellippara, Idukki for

< the first part of the

first part of thefunera
liturgy wasofficiated by
bishop Mar John
Nellikunnel, the bishop of Idukki at 7.30 p.m. On December 26,
2024 the body was brought to Aaraamon Deepti Mount at 8.30
am and then the body was g~ ~
kept at MST Generalate
auditoriumfor publicviewing.
Thesecond part of thefunera /

Raphael Thattil, the Major
Archbishop, at 1.30 pm
followed by Holy Qurbana.
Mar Joseph Kallarangattu prayed the Officefor thedead. Thefina
part of thefuneral riteswas presided over by the Director General,
Fr Vinson Joseph.

Theuntimely and unexpected illnessand consequent demise of Fr
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Binoy Thazhathuvesttil was
literally ashock for all the
& membersof the Society. Fr

¢ *& hissicknessas God'swill
. wholeheartedly. He
completely entrusted
~himsdlf tothe providenceof
God with joy. He was a
calm and silent hard worker and carried out hisresponsibilities
meticulously well. He mastered German language very fast and
secured hisdriving licensein thefirstinstance. Hewasvery good at
playing Thabala and was sound engineer. He also served the
communitieswith hisexpertisein eectrical work.
TheMST isthankful totheLord for thegift of Fr Binoy and bows
before Hiswill and entrust Fr Binoy back into the Hands of the
Lordwhom he served faithfully asapriest for the past two decades.
We recommend himto themercy of theLord.
The Seventh Day of Fr Binoy was commemorated at Deepti
Generaate on December 31, 2024. Fr Vinson Joseph K, the DG,
Fr Lonappan Arangassery, Fr Kochettonnil and Fr Joseph
Kannathukuzhy concel ebrated at the Qurbanaon theday, followed
by the Officefor the dead in the cemetery and specia prayersat the
Generdate.

Fr Lonappan Arangassery SG

2. Rev. Fr Zacharias Thudippara (1940-2025)

Rev. Fr Zacharias (Scaria) Thudippara(85), MST belongingto St
Paul Region, Ujjain, was called for hiseternal reward at around
8.00 am. on Saturday, March 8, 2025 at IHM hospital, Marygiri,
Bharananganam.

Rev. Fr Zacharias Thudipparawas born to Chacko Pazhethudippara
and Mariam A zhakath on February 13, 1940 at Bharananganam as
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the 5" child and was baptised on 19/02/1940. The siblings are:
Joseph, Mathew (Mani), Chacko, Sr Teressiaand Mary. He had
hisschool education in Bharananganam and
passed SSL.Cin 1957. Hejoined the Good
Shepherd Minor Seminary in 1957 and
passed PUC in 1958. He had his Mgjor
seminary formation (Philosophy at St
Joseph's Seminary, Carmel giri and theol ogy
at Mangalapuzha) from 1959t0 1966.
Sacred Orders and Early Appointments

FrThudippara received the orders of Karoyusa in 1963 and
Heupadyaknusain 1964 at Alwayefrom Mar Sebastian Vayadlil. He
was conferred the Order of M’samsanusa by Archbishop Joseph
Parekattil in 1966 and was ordained priest for the eparchy of Palai
on 12 March, 1966 by Mar Sebastian Vayalil. After priestly
ordination hewas appointed Assistant vicar at Vakakad in 1966, at
Kozhuvanal in 1968 and at Aruvithurain 1969. In 1970, hewas
appointed Joint Director of VVocation Bureau and Catechism. He
was appointed Catechism Director of thediocese of Palai in 1972.

Higher Sudies

He secured a diplomain Psychology from East Asian Pastoral
Institute, Manila, Philippinesin 1969 and attended a Counselling
courseat Christian Counselling Centre, Vellorein 1972. Hewas
sent for higher gudiesin Romein September 1978. Hedid Licentiate
and doctoratein theol ogy and defended hisdoctora thesisintheology
on: Evangelisation among the low Caste people in Madhya
Pradesh on March 5, 1983 from the University of St Thomas
Aquinas (Angelicum), Rome. Hereturned to Indiain 1983.

Pioneer Member of the MST and Apostolate

Rev. Fr Zacharias Thudipparaisoneof the pioneer membersof the
MST and made hisfirst promise of Incorporation into the MST
with othersin 1968. Fr Zacharias started his life as an active
missonary in1973intheexarchateof Ujjain, thefirs missonRegion
entrusted to the M ST. In Ujjain, hewasfirst gppointed the priest-
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in-charge of the Mission Station at Rgjgarhin 1973.1n 1977, he
was appointed acting Vicar General and Director of Catechismin
theeparchy of Ujjain. It wasduring thisperiod thefirst phase of the
ground floor of the Catechetical Centre (CC) of the eparchy of
Ujjainwasconstructed.

After returning from Romein 1983, hewas appointed the Regional
Director of St Paul Region, Ujjain (1983-1988). Whilehewasthe
Regional Director, hewas also appointed teacher and formator at
Khrist Premalaya Theologate at Ashta, Sehore, M.P during the
academic year 1983-1984. He was appointed the Director of the
Missionary Orientation Centre (MOC), Jeevan Jyothi Bhavan at
Kamed, Ujjainon July 15, 1984. When hewasrelieved from the
MOC in 1986, he was appointed the Director of the Catholic
Dialogue and Information Centre, Ujjain aswell as Director of
Catechetical worksin thediocese of Ujjain with effect from May
20, 1986.

On December 31, 1987 he was given additional charge of the
NavadaMission Station till September 10, 1988. Fr Zachariaswas
relieved of the office of the Regiona Director on June 10, 1988. On
April 20, 1989, thethen Director General appointed himto makea
study of the missionary methods and prospective mission areasin
Assam-Manipur areain the North East for Mission work and he
wasrelieved by the Bishop of Ujjainon June 1, 1989 for oneyear
for thisstudy at the request of the Director General.

Pastoral Ministry in Germany

Fr Zachariaswas sent to Germany for pastora ministry in January
1991 at therequest of the Diocese of Regensburg. Inthebeginning,
he served asPfarr Administrator at Leonberg (Kath.Pfarramt 8596
L eonberg) and at BatzenhoffeninAugusburg. Heservedin Germany
aspastor inthe dioceses of Regensburg, Augsburg, Wuerzburg and
Hamburg. Fr Zacharias Thudipparawas gppointed thefirst Director
of St Thomas|nstitute and the M ST house at Batzenhoffeninthe
diocese of Augsburg on October 22, 1992. Hewas parish priestin
the diocese of Augsburg in the parish of the TwelveA postlesfrom
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1993 to 1996. On March 12, 1996, Fr Zacharias was granted
permission by the Society to do pastoral ministry in the diocese of
Wuerzburg for threeyearstill November 1999. After returning from
Germany hisservicewasmadeavailableto Divine Retreat Centreat
Muringoor from Feb.1, 2000 at therequest of Fr Justin Panacka. On
November 21, 2000, Fr Zachariaswas appointed Director of Prayer
Apostolate, at Prarthana Bhavan, Pachore and he was formally
relieved from PrarthanaBhavan, Pachore on November 8, 2004.

Fr Zachariashad been actively engaged inthe preaching ministry in
variouspartsof theworld based in Germany with the permission of
the Society. According to Fr Zacharias, he has travelled to 27
countriesto preach the gospel and retreats. At the age of 75, he
was called back in 2015 and took residence at Aaram priest home.
However, at the request of the Centre for “ Evangelisation 2000
HausSt TheresavonLiseux eV” again hewasgranted permission
on December 26, 2015 to go to Germany to take up preaching
ministry from January 1, 2016 for aperiod of threeyears. Whilein
Germany he had to undergo treatment for Cardiac problemsand
other healthissuesand therefore he had to stay back. Hereturned
to Aaramdefinitively in 2020 during thetimeof Covid-19 epidemic.

The members of the Missionary Society of St Thomas are very
much saddened at the sudden demise of Fr Zacharias Thudippara
athough hewasonthesick bed for afew years. Hewasan ardent
missionary and good retreat preacher especially in Germany for a
long period. With his pleasant and wel coming nature he endeared
himsalf to al who camein contact with him. Wherever he served —
eparchiesof Palai, Ujjain and Germany- heworked hard and was
successful and effective. As apioneer member of the MST and
missonary in Ujjain hewasfully committed to thead gentesmission
of theSociety.

Whilehewasin theVocation Bureau andin chargeof the Catechism
department of the eparchy of Palai hewasinstrumental inguiding
numerousvocationsto priesthood and religiouslife. Thefact, that
hewas always on demand from German Charismatic groupsand
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the peoplewho benefitted from hisminisiry of preaching, counsdlling
and healing, speaksvolumeshow effectiveinstrument hewasinthe
hands of the Lord. He always, even when he was on bed, made
othershappy and joyful with hisspontaneousjokesand comments.

Funeral Rites

Themortal remainsof Rev. Fr Zacharias Thudipparawere kept at
IHM hospital and the body was brought to Aaram on Monday

ﬂ““'@ (10/03/2025) at 8.00 am and thereafter

: 1-:: the body was kept for public viewing at
ﬂwk > Yf ~ 8.30amintheopenauditoriumof theMST
~. Generalate. Cardinal Mar George
“=m Alanchery prayed the Officefor thedead
in the forenoon. The
Bl sccond part of the
: ‘i funeral rites was
'Y presided over by the

3 Director General
§ concelebrated by

~P 4

lg‘

Regiona Directors, theprlestsand[ m &
religiousfamily peopleand MST M '
community. TheHoly Qurbanathat ™ 1 m‘ﬁ% N

followed waspresided over by Mar
Sebastian Vadakel, the Bishop of il
Ujjain. Thethird part of thefuneral servicewaspresided over by
-- @ Mar Joseph Kallarangattu and
the body was interred in the
cemetery on Deepti Mount.
J Let usthank the Lord and bow
. before Hiswill and entrust Fr
- ' Zacharias Thudipara into the
hands of the Lord whom he served faithfully asapriest for the past
59 vyears.

1'- -

Fr Lonappan Arangassery, SG, MST
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3. Rev. Fr Jose Kochuparackal MST (1952-2025)

Rev. Fr Joy (Joseph) Kochuparackal 1952-2025) M ST belonging
to St Thomas Mission Region, Mandya, iscalled for hiseternal
reward at around 5.20 am. on Saturday, March 15, 2025 at
NirmalaHospital, Marykunnu, Kozhikode.

Fr Joy was born to Kurian Kochuparackal
and Annakutty Kuzhumbil on May 15, 1952
a Kurinji intheeparchy of Pala asthesecond
childwiththesblingsAugustine, Mathew and
Alice. After SSL.C, hejoined Good Shepherd
Minor Seminary, Palai (1968-1970) for the
MST. Hedid hisphilosophical studiesat St
Joseph’'s Pontifical Seminary, Carmelgiri
(1970-1973), Regency at VikasMaitri, Kotra, Eparchy of Ujjain,
MP(1973-1974) and theology at St Joseph’sPontifical Seminary,
Mangalapuzha (1974-1978). He was ordained deacon by Mar
Joseph Powathil on March 17, 1977 and ordained priest on 12
March 1978 by Mar John Perumattam at Puthuppady. Fr Joy made
perpetual promise of Incorporation into the Society on February
24, 1979.

Higher Studies and Missionary Apostolate

Fr Joy passed Intermediate from VikramUniversity in 1974, BA
fromKerdaUniversty in1983, LLB fromMysoreUniversty (1990)
and MA in Englishfrom OsmaniaUniversity, Hyderabad in 1992.
Hehassevera National and International certificatesto hiscredit.

After priestly Ordinationin 1978, Fr Joy served the People of God
al over theworldin various capacities such asAssistant Priest at
Little Flower Church, N.R. Pura (1978-1979), St Sebastian’s
Church, Kottiyoor (1979-1980), and priest in chargeat Puthurvaya-
Gudallur (1981-1984). 1n 1984 hewent to hisMission Regionin
Mandya and was appointed priest in Charge and director of
Vimaalaya, Guthalu, Mandya (1984-1986). From 1986-1991 he
wasDirector of Socia Work of & Thomas Region, Mandya. From
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1991-1994 he served as the Director of Community Health
Department of Catholic Hospital Association of India (CHALI),
Secundarabad. In 1994 hewas appointed the HOD of the M edico-
legal Cell and Action, CHAI, Secundarabad.

A Missionary beyond Boundaries

From 1994 October to 2000, with the concurrence of Vatican
Secretariat of State, hewas gppointed the I nternational Chaplainto
FIMARC: International Federation of Rural Adult Catholic
Movements, which hasitsheadquartersin Belgium. After histerm
of officein FIMARC, hetook adecennial break from 28/11/2000-
30/11/2001. During break he served at Infant Jesus Church, Port
Jefferson, Long Idand USA till February 2002.

When hewas appointed the priest in charge of St Joseph’s Church,
Varakkad (May 10, 2003-May 10, 2008) he constructed a new
church at Varakkad. Whilehewasin Varakkad, he became aware
of theneed of thefarmersand their struggles. Therich experiences
hegained from FIMARC enabled himto organisethefarmersinthe
parish and northern Kerala. In 2004, he succeeded in organising
thefarmersunder the banner of nationally acclaimed Fair Trade
AllianceKerala (FTAK). He continued to serve asits Promoter till
hisdegath.

Fr Joy was transferred to St Thomas Church, Vijayapuram,
(Asankavala), Kannur asparish priest fromMay 10, 2008to May
14, 2011. L ater hewas appointed resident priest at SanthomeBible
Centre, Pariyaramon May 14, 2011. On September 12, 2016, he
was appointed the Chairman of the committeeformed to coordinate
the Ayurveda hospital Project of the MST: Ayurvedic and
Naturopathic Health Care Centre, Bamberde, Mulas, MS. He
was appointed Director, Santhome Ayurvedic Arogya Kendra,
Bedshi, MSon October 1, 2017 and he continued in this officetill
hisdeath on March 15, 2025.

[lIness and Treatmentsto Fr Joy

Fr. Joy Kochuparackal suffered afall at Santhome M ST House,
Pariyaram, on the night of September 9, 2024. Onthe 10" hewas
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takento Fr Muller’ sHospital, Mangd ore, for treatment by Fr James
Marottikudy and Fr Tony Ramachanattu with the help of family
members. After initial examinations, doctorsdiagnosed aminor brain
heemorrhagea ongwith complicationsin hisliver, lungs, and prostate.
Hewasadmitted under the care of psychiatric specidist, with close
monitoring by aneurosurgeon. Following theinitial treatment, he
was transferred to the Neuro-Surgical Department for further
management of hisbraininjury and other health concerns.

After two weeksof trestment, Fr. Joy wasdischarged on September
24, 2024, and taken back to Santhome, Pariyaram for rest and
recovery. However, asheresisted medical adviceand rehabilitation
efforts, hewas moved to Deepti Bhavan on September 26, 2024.
Heexhibited unstable blood sugar levels, balanceissues, speech
difficulties, and withdrawa symptoms. Consequently on October
3, 2024, he was taken to Mar Seeva Medicity Hospital, Pala,
wheretreatment began under the psychiatric department alongside
continued neuro-surgical care. A physician also attended to his
multiplehealth concerns, reveal ed through awhole-body MRI scan.
Further investigations showed brain shrinkage and unresolved
bleading, necessitating on-going trestment. Meanwhile, consultations
were held with Dr Pradeep Kottam of Rajagiri Hospital and Dr
Joseph Sebastian of CaritasHospital for asecond opinion on further
treatment options. After reviewing hisreportsand the condition,
they recommended continuance of treatment at Medicity and
suggested palliative care. On October 19, 2024, he was
administered the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick by the
Director General. After exhausting all availabletreatment options,
hewasdischarged on October 26, 2024, and transferred to Marygiri
Hospital, Bharananganam for palliative care. At Marygiri Hospitdl,
Fr. Joy received palliative care and physiotherapy for several weeks
toad hisrecovery. Hewastransferred to Aaram on November 14,
2024, wherefathersand staff assisted in hisrehabilitation.

Last Days of Fr Joy
After consulting thedoctors, hewas shifted to Mar Vaydlil Medica
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Centre, Moolamattam on December 7, 2024, for continued therapy
and treatment. Sincetherewasno significantimprovementin his
health at Moolamattam, at the suggestion of a neurosurgeon at
Nirmala Hospital, Marykunnu, Kozhikode, and respecting the
interest of Fr Sebastian Kizhakeyil and thefamily members, Fr. Joy
wasshiftedto NirmalaHospital, Marykunnu on February 26, 2025.
Fr Joy experienced respiratory distresson March 14, night and he
wasmoved tothe | CU for intensive care. Early morning on March
15, 2025, at 4.30 there was sudden bradicardia and CPR was
initiated. In spite of all the efforts, Fr Joy Kochuparackal was
declared dead dueto cardiac arrest at 5:20 am.

Funeral and Last Rites

Themortal remains of Rev. Fr Joy Kochuparackal were kept at
IHM hospital and the body was brought to Aaram on Monday,
March 17,2025, at 8.00 am. Thebody wasplaced for publicviewing
N B 8.30 am in the open
i @ © auditorium at the MST
B Generalate. The funeral
service started at 1.30 pm
followed by Holy Qurbana
and burial at the cemetery on
Deepti Mount. The Society
rememberswith gratitude Cerdl na Mar GeorgeAlencherry and Mar
Joseph Kallarangattu (Palai) who cameto Deepti and prayed the
officefor thedead and Mar
James Athikalam who
presided over Holy Qurbana
TheMST placeonrecordits 4
gratitudeto delegatesfrom  Fag g
CHAI and Fair Trade =%
AllianceKerala and people
from various walks of life | ,
who came to Deepti to bid ‘(
farewell to and pray for Fr Joy.
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Theentire M ST family issaddened by the demise of Rev. Fr Joy
K ochuparackal who was an exemplary philanthropist and Good
Samaritanfor al thosewho werein need irrespective of caste, creed
andrdigion. When hewasparish priestin Puthurvaya -Guddlur, he
was actively involved in the
peopl€’ smovement giving them
leadership against extradition
(Kudiyirakku) from Gudalloor §
area. The peoplewho benefitted
from his leadership in their
srugglesaredtill indebtedtohim
and remember himwithloveand
gratitude. He had been working
al throughout hispriestly ministry
for the poor and the needy. Heworked on various projectsto help
the Society, thevariousreligious congregationsand the cause of the
peoplearound. The experienceshe gained from FIMARC and his
exposuresasitschaplainto thefarmersof numerouscountriesround
theworld helped himalotinthisministry.

Themembersof the Society seein Fr Joy the compassionate Chrigt.
Hisservicesarevery much appreciated by the peoplewhom he has
helped to stand on their own legs. The M ST wasvery closeto his
heart. His correspondenceswith the Society bear amplewitnessto
hislovefor and commitment to the Society. Thefact, that hewas
always on demand from the farmers of northern Kerala, indicate
how much they loved him.

The 11" day commemoration was held on March 25, 2025 at the
Generalate after Holy Qurbanain the public chapel and officefor
the dead at the cemetery.

Wethank the Lord for the gift of Fr Joseto usand bow beforeHis
Holy Will and entrugt himinto the handsof the Lord whom he served
faithfully asapriest for thepast 47 years.

Fr Lonappan Arangassery, SG MST
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4. Rev. Fr Kurian Valiamangalam M ST

Rev. Fr Kurian Valiamangalam M ST, former Director General
(1978-1988) of theM S, belonging to St Paul MissonRegion, Ujjain,
wascalled for hiseterna reward at 7.15 am on Thursday April 10,
2025 at IHM hospital, Marygiri, Bharananganam.

Fr Kurian Valiamangalam wasbornto Kurian
and Mariam on March 20, 1935 at
Kalathookadavu as the 3 child, and was
baptised at Plassanal on March 25, 1935. The
siblingsare: Varkey (late), Fr Joseph, Mathai
i (late) and Annakutty. He had hisprimary and
mi ddleschool education at Edamaruku, and secondary education
(SSLC) at Plassana (1953) and intermediate from St Thomas
CollegePalai in 1955.

Ecclesastical Sudiesand Sacred Orders

Fr Kurianjoined the Good Shepherd Minor Seminary in 1955 and
he had hismgjor seminary formationwith Philosophy between1957-
1960 and theol ogy studies, between 1960-1964, at Sacred Heart
Seminary of the Salesians, in Poonamal ee, Madras (Chennai). He
recelved theminor ordersand diaconate at Sacred Heart Seminary
and hewasordained apriest for the eparchy of Palai on March 3,
1964 a Bharananganam from Mar Sebastian Vaydlil, thefirst bishop
of Palai and thefounder of the M ST.

Early Appointmentsand Higher Sudies

After the priestly ordination, Fr Kurian Valiamangalam wasfirst
gopointed asAss dant Parish priest a Cherpunka from 1964 to 1966.
After securing BA and MA inIndian Philosophy (1966-1970) he
was appointed vicar at St Gregorios Church, Kizhapazhayar from
1970t01971. FrKurianVaiamangdamdidhisgraduation (BA) at
Christian College, Lucknow (1966-1968) and secured Mastersin
Indian Philosophy in1970and Ph. D in Comparativerdigionin 1977
from BenaresHindu Universty (BHU), Varanad, U. P Hesecured a
certificatein Sanskrit studiesfromUjjainduring 197110 1973.
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Pioneer Member of theM ST & Apostolate

Rev. Fr KurianVaiamangdamisoneof thefirst 16 pioneer members
of theMissionary Society of St ThomastheApostlewho madethe
first promiseof Incorporationinto the Missionary Society on July
16, 1968. Asone of the pioneer members of the M ST, Fr Kurian
Vdiamangalam sarted hislifeasan activemissonary in1971inthe
exarchate of Ujjain, thefirst mission Region entrusted tothe M ST
by the Holy See. In the Exarchate of Ujjain, hewas appointed the
vicar Holy Trinity Church on DewasRoad, Ujjain (1971-1973). Fr
Kurian returned to Ujjain from Varanasi after securing Ph. D. in
Comparativereligionin 1977. Hewasthen appointed Spiritual
Father and Procurator at VikasMaitri, the Missionary Orientation
Centreat Kotrain the eparchy of Ujjain for thewomen Religious
who were new to the north Indian Mission.

Director General of MST

Inthe Genera Assembly held from July 11-13, 1978, Fr Kurian
Valiamangalam was elected the third Director General of the
Missionary Society of St ThomastheApostlefor thenext fiveyears
from 1978-1983. In 1978, he also held for sometimethe office of
the Rector of theMinor seminary until Fr Joseph Maliparampil was
appointed Rector in December 1978.

Fr Kurianwasagreat missionary withavisionandthemissionin
Mandyawaslaunched on September 22, 1978. A forma agreement
wassigned on Oct 19, 1980 between the Eparch of Mananthawady
and the Director General of the M ST regarding the apostol ate of
the Society inMandya. During the Quinquennia Generd Assembly
held from May 19to 25, 1983, Fr Kurian Valiamangalamwasre-
elected asthe Director General of the M ST (1983-1988).

Fr Kurian wasvery much aware of theimportance and need of the
ecclesd formation of the Syro-Ma abar faithful outsdeK erdaand
the obligation of the Society tolook after thelessorganised Syro-
Ma abar Catholic migrants. The Missionary Society wasentrusted
by the SMBC with the pastord care of the Syro-Ma abar migrants
through Syro-Malabar Chaplaincy inthethen diocese of Pune. Fr
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Kurian Valiamangaam sent Fr George K avukattu and Fr Lonappan
Arangassery to Pune on June 9, 1984 as pioneer chaplainsto be
appointed by the Bishop of Pune.

Fr Kurian Valiamangal am, during the second term of hisofficeas
the Director General, started the processto realise the statutory
visionand obligation of the M ST to haveitsown Mgor Seminary.
Although the Oriental Congregation denied permissionto start its
own philosophy advising to start a study house, Fr Kurian
Vdiamangaam, whoinitiated the processof sartingtheMST Mg or
seminary, convinced the Oriental Congregationin personand secured
permission in 1984. With the approval of the Dicastery for the
Oriental Churches, Ruha ayaPhilosophy seminary wasinaugurated
on July 3, 1986 with Fr Thomas Parayady asitsfirst Rector at
Kamed village on the Ujjain-Agar Road, after shiftingtheMOC
temporarily to Rggarh and permanently to Srirangapatna, Mandya.
Back tothe Mission

When hissecond term of office asthe Director Genera wasove,
Fr Kurianreturned to Ujjain. Heawaysloved to beinthemission
and withthe people. Heinitiated inahumbleway Ashramlifewith
the support of two other like-minded MST priests. Fr Francis
Kandathil and Fr Joseph K arikilamthadam. They started Ashram
life at Bachukheda naming it: Jai Seeva Ashram. Fr Kurian
practically remained a missionary at Jai Seeva Ashram,
Bachukhedaleadingavery smpleand augterelifetill 2005. Fr Kurian
Valiamangalam wasrelieved of hisresponsibilitiesasthepriestin
chargefrom Jai Seeva Ashram, Bachukheda, with effect from 26"
September 2005.

At the request of Fr Xavier Koodapuzha, the superior of Mar
Thoma Jeeha Monastery, Nallathanny, Fr Kurian Valiamangalam
was sent thereto serve as Spiritua Father for oneyear with effect
from October 1, 2005. On hisreturn to Ujjain after oneyear, he
was gppointed the Director of Catholic Information Centre, Ujjain.
Hewasrelieved of theresponsibility asthe Director of Catholic
Information Centre, Ujjain on 27" June, 2007.
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Thereafter, he was appointed professor and Spiritual Director at
Jeevan Jyothi, the Missionary Orientation Centreof MST on July
1, 2007. In 2010, when he returned to Ujjain, he was appointed
vigting Spiritual Father inthe Theology section of RuhalayaMajor
Seminary on November 8, 2010till the end of the academic year.
In2011, when Fr Kurian reached the age of retirement, hewithdrew
from activeministry and cameto Aaram. However, he continued to
render pastoral servicein the neighbourhood parisheswhenever
needed.

Asatruemissonary and member of theM ST hewasfully committed
tothe ad gentesmission of the Society. Hewasan ardent, simple,
austere missionary and onewho preached the gospel through life
witness. He spent most of hismissionary lifeat Jai Seeva Ashram,
Bachukhedawiththelimited facilities, spending hislifein prayer,
sacrifices, villagevisits, education of children and agriculture. He
wasaman of strong convictionsabout his priestly, missionary and
ecclesial identity and helived up to hisconvictionsforegoing the
allurements of the world. He wastruly avir ecclesiasticus. an
ecclesial person who always stood for the cause of the mother
Church and who appropriated the dictum: sentire cumecclesiae
totally committed and obedient to the ecclesiastical authorities.
Although hehimsdf lived avery augterelife, hewastolerant of other’s
views, convictionsand life style. With hiscalm and pleasant and
welcoming nature, heendeared himself to all who camein contact
with him and commanded their respect. Hewasascholar inIndian
Philosophy and Indian Scriptures and was visiting professor of
theol ogy and philosophy invariousingitutes,

Last Days of Fr Kurian

Fr Kurian was affected by COVID-19 pandemic and his health
deteriorated during the post Covid period. Hehad to beadmittedin
varioushospitds, particularly inMar SeevaMedicity, Pda and IHM
hospital a Bharananganam for multiplehedthissues. Inthebeginning
of 2022 hewasadmitted inthepaliative careunit of Mar Kavukattu
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Memorial Hospital, Pravithanam. As there was no significant
improvement, hewas brought back to Aaramin November 2022.
Sincethen, hewas|ooked after and nursed at Aaram. However,
hisheath condition did not improvesignificantly. Findly hedeptin
the Lord on April 10, 2025 at 7.15 am in IHM hospital,
Bharananganam. We, themembersof theMissionary Society of &
Thomas are very much saddened at the demise of Fr Kurian
Valiamangalam athough he was bedridden after the Covid-19
Pandemic.

Funeral and Last Rites

Themortal remainsof Rev. Fr Kurian VValiamangalam werekept at
IHM hospital and the body was be brought to St MariaVianney
parish, Kalathookadavu for thefirst part of thefuneral serviceon
Saturday (12/04/2025) at 6.30. The body was brought to Aaram
at 8.00 am. Thereafter, thebody waskept for public viewinginthe
openauditoriumat theM ST Generdate. Mar\]o%ph Perumthotam,
Archbishop emeritus of S
Changanacherry prayedtheoffice |
for thedead and paid respectsto |
Fr Kurian at 10.30 am. Fr Lo+
Lonappan Arangassery, the _ -
Secretary General read the
condolencemessageof theMgjor &
Archbishop Mar Raphael Theattil
at 1.20 pm.

The second part of thefuneral servicewas celebrated by Cardinal
George
B Alencherry at
9 1.30 pm. The

¥ Holy Qurbana
that followed
was presided
over by Mar James Athikalam concel ebrated by Mar Joseph
Kadlarangattu, Mar Sebastian Vadakd , thedirector Generd, Fr Jose
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Valiamangalam and
priests, religious, family
members and people
= present. Thefinal phase
of thefunerd servicewas
presided over by Mar
Sebastian Vadakel
followed by buria service presided over by the Director Generd in
the cemetery on Deepti Mount.

Theseventh day commemoration

washeldonApril 16, 2025 at the
Generdateafter Holy Qurbanain | s &
thepublic chapd and officefor the é e i - el
dead at the cemetery. M—JL*"

L et usthank the Lord and bow before Hiswill and entrust Fr Kurian
Vdiamangaamintothehandsof theLord whom heserved faithfully
asapriest for thepast 61 years.

Fr Lonappan Arangassery, SG MST

NECROLOGY

26-12-2024: V.V. Joseph Vadayaparampil (60) the paternal uncle
of Fr Bibin Vadayaparampil

26-12-2024: Fr Thomas VembalaCM| (90) the maternal uncle of
Fr Michadl Puthenpura

29-12-2024: Sr Anny Mary KadalikattilputhenpuraCMCthe
paternal aunt of Fr Vincent Kadaikattil puthenpura

11-01-2025: MrsThressammaMalieka the mother of Fr Hubby
Maliekal

22-01-2025: MrsBrigeetha(80) the sister of Fr Paul Pulimalayil

23-01-2025: MrsAnnammaDevasiaK ochal ummoottil thematerna
aunt of Fr Thomas Thaikoottam

30-01-2025: Jince Joseph (36) the Younger brother of Fr Joshi
Areeplackal
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13-02-2025: Sr Stephanie CJ(87) the sister of Fr Kannanickal
Thomas

22-02-2025: Fr Joseph Chirayath the cousin of Fr Joseph
Vadakechirayath

25-02-2025: Mr Siby Joseph M ookkenthottam (55) the Brother
of Fr Kurian Mookkenthottam

25-02-2025: Mr Devassykutty (80) theeldest brother of Fr Shaijan
K oonamparambath

02-03-2025: Mrs ChinnammaVazhavelil thesister of Fr Kurian
Ammanathukunnel

03-03-2025: Mr Simon PA. (81) thematernal grandfather of
Fr Smon Paruthickal

06-03-2025: MsManumol Joseph Chithrakunnel (39) cousin of
FrVeenusKaramullil

06-03-2025: MrsMargarithalnasu (78) thecousin of Fr Lonappan
Arangasery

10-03-2025: Mr JosephA.M. Aranjand uncleof Fr JoseAranjana

11-03-2025: Sr Libi Maria(62) the cousin of Fr Manu Nattunilath

12-03-2025: Mr John Mathew Kaithottumkal Eldest brother of Fr
Antony Kaithottumka and Uncleof Fr Justin
Kaithottumka

18-03-2025: MariyammaThekkel (95) Materna Grandmother of
Fr BaijuNdlikunndl

21-03-2025: Fr Prakash Kizhakkarakatt the brother of Fr John
Kizhakkarakatt

26-03-2025: MrsAnnakkutty Jose(70) theaunty of Fr Jthin Ve loor

08-04-2025: Thressamma Champakara (59) Sister inlaw of Fr
FrancisChampakara

09-04-2025: T.T Sebagtian (95) Materna Grandfather of Fr Ashish
Keeranchira

16-04-2025: Fr ThomasAyilathecousin of Fr Antony Cheeramvdlil
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APPENDICES
CIRCULAR XI-11 Jan 17 2025

MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF
ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE

Deepti Bhavan, Melampara - 686 578, Kottayam Dt. Kerala, India

Circular X1/11/2023-2028 January 17, 2025
Your Excellencies, Reverend Fathers and brothers,
Warmest Jubilee Year greetings from the MST Generalate!
1. Ruhalaya Institute of Theology

The MST is proud to announce that Ruhalaya College of theology, affiliated to Pontifical
Institute of Oriental Studies,Vadavathoor, Kottayam, is raised to the status of an Institute of
Theology on Oct 1, 2024. 1t was formally declared by His Beatitude Mar Raphael Thattil, the
Major Archbishop and Ch llor of Ruhalaya, on January 16, 2025 at 6.30 pm during the
function organized at the Theology Institute, in the presence of Mar Sebastian Vadakel, the
bishop of Ujjain, Rev.Fr Pauly Maniyattu, the President of the Pontifical Institute of Oriental
Studies, Rev.Fr Vincent Kadalikattilputhenpura, the Director General and Moderator of the
Institute of Theology, other dignitaries, honourable guests, as well as the staff and students of
Ruhalaya, Congratulations and thanks to the Rector, Rev.Fr Manoj Parackal, Fr John
Kudiyiruppil, who is appointed the first Director of the Institute of Theology and all the
i of the resident and visiting faculty who have greatly contributed to this great
achie and recognition. The Society remembers with gratitude and is very much indebted
to all the former Rectors, Deans of Studies, and the members of the staff who served Ruhalaya
College of Theology with selfless love and unflinching dedication. Let us hope, that the Director
and the members of the staff as well as the students will work hard with one mind and heart to
lead the Institute of Theology to new | d
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2. Regional Assignments of New Priests

Congratulations and best wishes to our New Priests and welcome to MST priestly Koinonia. As
per Constitutions and Directives, C70.2 the new priests are assigned to the following Regions.

Name Ordination Region
Fr Sebastian (Abin) Kanjirath | 2811272024 Ujjain, St Paul
Fr Chacko (Amal) Makkiyil O401/2025 Ujjain, St Paul
Fr Michacl Vettukallel 02/01/2025 Mandya, St Thomas
|_Fr Mathew (Gintumon) Velloor 01/01/2025 Sangli, St Alphonsa
| Fr Simon (Binil) Paruthickal 01/01/2025 Sangli, St Alphonsa
Fr Joseph (Ajith) Thadathil 2711272024 Dethi, Mary Queen of Missions
Fr Joseph Vembenickal 30/12/2024 Dethi, Mary Queen of Missi
3. Current status of priests assigned to the MST Regions
[ Ujfain-St Paul | Mandya-St Thomas ] Sangli-St Alphonsa ] Dethi- Mary Queen of Missi | Total ]
121 | 115 | 120 | 40 | 396 |

4. Perpetual Promise of Incorporation

Rev. Kavunnukattil Joseph, Kottavila Blesson Francis, Pengattu George (Amal Chacko),
Mannarath Sebastian (Akhil Jose), Pullolil Joseph (Tom Dominic) and Puthenpurackal Thomas
(Siby) made the perpetual Promise of Incorporation into the Society prior to receiving the Sacred
Order of M ‘Samsanusa (Diaconate) on 19" December, 2024,

Yours in Christ Jesus,
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Fr Vinson Joseph (Vincemt K) Fr Lonappan Arangassery

Director General MST Secretary General MST
Maub. Birector Genernl; +91-9447 31 Secretary Geoerul: #91 - 8R48316850

Website: matworkd.org; Email: mstgencralntei gmail.com
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MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF
ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE

Deepti Bhavan, Melampara - 686 578, Kottayam Dt. Kerala, India

CIRCULAR XI1/12/2023-2028 February 15, 2025

Your Excellencies, Reverend Fathers and Brothers,
Warmest Foundation Day and Jubilee Year greetings from the MST Generalate!
1. Foundation Day 2025

The MST Foundation Day is at our door steps. The MST can be proud of 57 years of her
meaningful existence. In tune with the spirit of the Constitutions, you are exhorted to celebrate
the Foundation Day meaningfully giving due importance. [ wish you all the greetings of the
Foundation Day and invoke God’s blessing in abundance on the Society and her Missions.

2. Fr Thuruthel Memorial Scholarship

It is a matter of great joy that two scholarships have been instituted in memory of late Fr
Sebastian Thuruthel, one by the MST and the other by the students of the First Batch (1969-70)
of Deepti Minor Seminary.

# Fr Sebastian Thuruthel has set apart a Burse to institute scholarships for the students of
Deepti Minor seminary. As per his wish, one student, from all the three batches, who
score the highest total marks in the examinations held during the year will be given a
cash award every year.

# The students of the first batch (1969-1970) of Deepti Minor seminary, both ordained
priests and those who discontinued, expressed their desire to cherish the memory of their
Rector, Rev. Fr Sebastian Thuruthel. Accordingly, they have instituted a Burse in his
memory to: 1) sponsor a theology student for priesthood continually and 2) give cash
awards to three MST theologians who score the highest aggregate of marks for the B.Th.
examinations.

The Society is very grateful to all the students of the first batch of Deepti Minor Seminary,
especially to Mr Cherian Karinthakara for his initiative in this regard.

3. New Leader for African Mission

There was an online meeting of the African missionaries with the members of the General
Administration on 10" February, 2025 at 6.00 p.m. The missionaries in Tanzania shared their
views and concerns regarding the Mission with the Administration as well as shared matters
related to the Society and the Members. Rev. Fr Kizhakkekureethadathil Joseph (Shaiju) was
proposed as the leader of the Missionaries working in Tanzania and it was confirmed by the
Director General with the consent of the Council. The Society is very much indebted to Rev.Fr
Varghese (Biju) Pullappillil who had been heading the missionaries in Tanzania for the last 12
years.

4. On-going Programmes

The following on-going progr are organised for the members of the Missionary Society in
the months listed below. You may please save the dates of the programmes and attend the
respective meeting without fail if you are expected to participate. The list of the participants for
the inter-regional meetings will be communicated at the earliest.

Date Ongoing Programme Venue
May 12-16, 2025 Senior Priests’ Meet (1964 to 1982-83) | Generalate
August 26-29, 2025 Inter-regional meeting Mandya
September 23-26, 2025 Inter-regional meeting Ujjain
September 30-October 3, 2025 | Young Priests’ Meet Generalate

Maob. Director General: +91-9447 3; Secretnry General: +91-88483 16850
Website: mstworid.arg: Email: metpeneralated grail.com
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October  21-24, 2025 Inter-regional meeting Delhi
October  28-31, 2025 Batchwise Meet (1999-00 to 2009-10) | Generalate
February 03-06, 2026 Inter-regional meeting Sangli
May 05-08, 2026 Inter-regional Meeting Generalate

5. The First Appointment of MST New Priests

The new priests are sent to various dioceses for four months from February 1 to May 31, 2025,
for gaining pastoral experience.

Name Place

Fr Chacko (Amal) Makkiyil Assistant Parish priest from 30-01-2025 a1 St Joseph's Church,
Poovathussery, Eparchy of Irinjalakuda

Fr Joseph (Ajith) Thadathil Assistant Parish priest from 30-01-2025 at Litle Flower Church,
Potta, 680 307, Eparchy of Irinjalakuda

Fr ian (Abin) Kanji k Assistant Parish priest from 01-02-2025 a1 St Xaviers Church,
Chemmanar, Eparchy of Idukki

Fr Mathew (Gintumen) Velloor Assistant Parish priest from 01- 02-2025 at St George Forane
Church, Vel kudy, Eparchy of Idukki

Fr Simon (Binil) Parathickal Assistant Parish priest from 01-02-2025 ar Chrrist the King
Forane Church, Rajakkad, Eparchy of Idukki

Fr Joseph Vembenickal Assistant Parish priest from 13-02-2025 a1 St Gmrgc Forane
Church Edathua, Are hy of Chan,

Fr Michael Vetukallel Assistant Parish priest from 13-02-2025 Mnr Sleeva Forane
Church, Alapurha, Archeparchy of Changanachery

6. Vocation Promotion

The Church in general and the MST in particular, is facing shortage of vocations in an alarming
manner. Pope Francis said on Jan. 16, 2014: *No vocation is born of itself or lives for itself. A
vocation flows from the heart of God and blossoms in the good soil of faithful people. Did not
Jesus say: “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another” (Jn 13:35)". OF all the ways we can work toward the increase of vocations to the
priesthood and religious life, prayer is undoubtedly the most essential. Jesus exhorts us “to beg
the master of the harvest to send labourers into the vineyard.” (Mt 9:38). The MST Constitutions
and Directives, clearly envisages that promoting vocations is one of the primary duties of every
member of the Society (C34). Therefore | request you to do everything possible to promote
vocations to the MST from your home parishes and contacts in the coming days.

Yours in Christ Jesus, /

Fr Vinson Joseph Fr Lonappan Arangassery
Director General MST Secretary General MST

Mub. Birector General: +91-9447737783; Secretury General: +91-88483 16850
Website: mstworldorg: Foail: mstgeneralatea gmailoom
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F Thankyou
Pope Francis

17/12/1936- 21/04/2025

—

Lord almighty God, Yours is the Holy Catholic Church, the flock
redeemed through the passion and suffering of your anointed son. We
thank you for the gift of Pope Francis to the Church. Grant that your
departed servant Pope Francis, whom you made successor of Peter and
shepherd of your Church, may happily enjoy forever in your presence
in heaven the mysteries of yvour grace and compassion, which he
faithfully ministered on earth. Lord of all for ever, Amen. RIP

Fr Lonappan Arangassery, Chief Editor
MST World, Melampara P. O. Bharananganam

686578, Kottayam Dt, Kerala. Mob: 0091-8848316850

(For Private Circulation only)




